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John Gilbert’s Drive, Chip, and Putt Journey
Nick Dietzen, MSGA Communications Director

For over half a century, youth around the country have participated in a football skills
competition known as Punt, Pass, and Kick. The program and competition has been widely praised as a way to introduce the sport to a wide audience of youngsters and teach them
some of the basic skills of the sport, hopefully getting them interested in participating.
In an effort to emulate success of the Punt, Pass, and Kick program, in 2013, the PGA of America, USGA,
and The Masters Tournament partnered and the result was Drive, Chip, and Putt. While not all football
players punt, pass, and kick in a football game, all golfers drive, chip, and putt during a round of golf. Thus, a fun introduction to the game is also skill building for the sport. More about Drive, Chip, and Putt and the upcoming fifth year of
the program is detailed at the end of this article.
Perhaps now more than ever, the opposing forces of variety and specialization of children’s
activities are at war. A fortunate youth may have access to try many sports and see which
ones are their favorites, while others may show interest and demonstrate some talent and then
be put on a track for success in one sport.
I met up with eight-year-old John Gilbert of Helena and a quick perusing of his medals, trophies, and observance of his natural talent with a putter would have led me to think that the
upbeat, confident, and focused John was a “golf only” kind of kid. We visited after the holidays and John and his six-year-old brother, Matt, were full of excitement as the NFL playoffs
were ramping up and the ski-season was also in full swing.
John and Matt have been introduced to virtually every sport. With a bevy of grandparents,
aunts, uncles, and cousins there is a fan of countless sports: tennis, basketball, football, soccer, skiing, hunting, and golfing, to name a few. The young Gilbert boys were introduced to the sport of golf at a young
age, going out to the course with their parents, Katie and Andy. It didn’t take long to see that a knack for hitting the ball
was evident, but a desire to not leave the golf course was what stood out most for the parents.

John Gilbert Qualifying

“It’s normal for kids, even our kids, to enjoy doing something, but then it’s onto the next thing. John,
from the get go, did not want to leave the golf course. He just wanted to keep playing, keep hitting balls,
whenever we were out he never lost interest,” Katie said.
With the golf season requiring a long break during the winter, the Gilberts put a simple foot-wide, tenfeet long putting mat in front of the television for the boys to putt on during the 2015 holidays. The mat
has become a fixture in the living room ever sense. “I don’t think that’s going anywhere anytime soon,”
Katie said. John and Matt quickly jumped into action to demonstrate their prowess on the putting strip.
“It’s a left to right break,” John says casually and knocks three in a row in. Putting, whether indoors or
outdoors, is John’s specialty. ...Continued on the next page

John Indoor Putting
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Missoula’s Canyon River Golf Course has been a welcome host to juniors from all over as a local qualifying spot for the
Drive, Chip, and Putt competition. John entered into the competition for the first time last year in the 7-9 year age bracket. “Everyone was nice, there were some older kids and some bigger ones, but I did good in the putting and not as good in
the chipping in Missoula,” John said. With a balance of focus and fun, not concerned with nerves, but just getting the job
done, he went out and won the putting portion of the competition and placed second overall, moving onto sub-regional
competition at Meriwether Golf Course in Hillsboro, Oregon.
With his brother, Matt, cheering him on, John again won the putting portion, got third in the driving, and finished second
overall and thus moving onto the regional competition at the historic Olympic Club in San Francisco (site of the 2012
U.S. Open). “I didn’t hit any of my drives out of bounds and I putted good again,” John recounted.
When asked about his putting strategy, he shrugged and said, “I just try to make it every time.”
Matt, too young to participate last year, played in a junior league at Green Meadow Country Club
this past year with John and is excited to emulate his older brother next year. “I like driving the
best. John is best at putting. He did great,” Matt said.
Despite a chilly San Francisco combination of fog and breeze, John was able to practice in shorts
and his trusted Under Armor Apparel (John’s favorite player is another prodigious putter, Jordan
Spieth, with his bedroom sporting a life-sized Fathead of the major champion winner) at the Presidio Golf Course and the TPC at Harding in preparation for his visit to Olympic Club. Not daunted
by the magnitude of a chance to advance to the finals at The Masters and a trip to Augusta, John,
John Displays His Medals
not surprisingly, did well in putting and, although he did not advance to the finals, more importantly, he had fun. “I almost made the long putt. There were some hard people there and I placed seventh. It was hard
because the guy who won in San Francisco, my head went to his neck,” John said.
Back at the indoor putting strip, John demonstrated a routine with a dedicated practice stroke and a quick glance at the
cup, but his laser-focus blocks out any talk of strategy, and it works – nearly every time. When John misses, it takes some
encouragement from his brother to get a turn in. “Wait, wait, let me make it first.” When he makes a putt, the same thing
occurs... he’s polite, but he’s excited to see how many he can make in a row.
John and Matt played basketball in the fall and have been skiing in the winter and, of course, working on their putting
in the living room. “Next year, I hope I can get to the Masters. I liked traveling. I got four medals and six towels. Even
though golf is over, there are lots of sports to do. I was very proud,” John said. Montana is proud of you John!

DRIVE, CHIP, AND PUTT CHAMPIONSHIP ANNOUNCES 2018 QUALIFYING SCHEDULE
The USGA, Masters Tournament, and the PGA of America have officially launched the 2018 Drive, Chip and Putt Championship by announcing the local qualifying schedule for the program’s fifth year. The schedule
includes dates and locations for participants to play in local qualifiers across the country with the
opportunity to advance and earn an invitation to next year’s National Finals at Augusta National
Golf Club.
The Drive, Chip and Putt Championship aims to help younger generations begin their lifelong
connection with golf by providing a fun, interactive platform for participants of all skill levels.
This free youth golf development initiative welcomes boys and girls ages 7-15 to participate in
separate divisions in four age categories. Local qualifying will take place throughout all 50 states
during the months of May, June, July, and August. Top performers at the local level will advance
through subregional and regional qualifiers at some of the country’s best championship venues in
The Gilbert Family
July/August and September/October, respectively. The top 80 performers – 40 boys and 40 girls –
will earn an invitation to the National Finals at Augusta National on Sunday, April 1, the eve of the 2018 Masters.
More information can be found at https://www.drivechipandputt.com. Online registration will be available starting
Wednesday, January 25, 2017. Montana’s qualifier will be held July 6th at the Canyon River Golf Club in Missoula.
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Kaycee Kennedy Taking Her Long Drive Talents to William Penn University
Nick Dietzen, MSGA Communications Director

Kaycee Kennedy received a set of golf clubs at age four from her grandmother, and has not looked back. A passion for golf
has led her to some amazing opportunities, some thanks to her prodigious length off the tee.
Kennedy, who splits time between Wyoming and Polson, credits Polson Bay’s PGA Roger Wallace with
helping her in her formative years. “Roger coached me since I was eight years old and helped me see the
potential in myself,” she said.
She competed in Wyoming at Pinedale High School and following her sophomore year state tournament, she recounted that a post-tournament long drive competition was being conducted. While her
school did not have enough players to field a girls team, she competed against the other female competiKaycee Kennedy
tors and surprised herself. “I didn’t think I could keep up with some of the better players. The girl who
won the state tournament hit a 260-yard drive and when I hit mine the guy with the flag kept running backwards. It had
gone 290, and that’s when I knew maybe I had it in me!”
By virtue of her ability to hit it long, she became aware of some long drive competitions and competed in her first in Mesquite, Nevada, for the Mesquite Showdown Long Drive Championships. She placed third in the women’s pro division and
took first in the junior division. Next, she traveled to Thackerville, Oklahoma, for the World Long Drive Championships
where she placed 13th overall and was the youngest competitor to ever participate in the event. With strong headwinds
exceeding 20 miles per hour, the longest drive was 310. Kennedy mustered a 270 yard drive and while
she recounts being nervous with several tour players in attendance, being her first year of competing,
she was pleased with the results.
Kennedy said that in Polson her average drive will reach about 290 yards. But, in competition, she
takes a wider stance, bends her knees more, generates more torque, and increases her swing speed to
around 100 miles per hour. “It’s not a completely different swing, but I definitely set up differently
and I can produce more topspin. Since you get to count the roll that makes a big difference,” Kennedy
said. She also cites that for long-drive she uses different equipment, with her weapon of choice being
a seven-degree, extra-stiff shafted driver. Her normal driver is a stiff shaft and nine-degrees.
Kaycee’s Long Drive

Kennedy, a three-time All-State honoree in Wyoming, placed fourth in her state 3A tournament for
Pinedale. Later in the fall, she enrolled at Connections Academy in Wyoming to work diligently online to complete her
high school requirements and graduate early to focus on her game, both long drive competitions and her complete game,
in advance of beginning college in the fall of 2017. With interest from both local and out-of-state schools, Kennedy visited
a handful of schools, but once she reached Oskaloosa, Iowa, and William Penn University, she knew that it was the place
for her. In December, Kaycee signed a National Letter of Intent and will compete for the Statesmen in the fall of 2017.
Kennedy completed her coursework this month and is in Polson for the duration of the year. She will compete in various
tournaments this summer and some long drive competitions. “I will work, save some money, and work on my game. I am
driving the ball great and I will work on my chipping a bit, but I am very excited to prepare for my first year of college golf.
It has been a dream of mine for a long time,” she said. She’s come a long way from her starter set at age four, fitting as her
game is, predicated on everything going a long way, “I usually don’t have to hit more than an eight iron into most greens.”
Just like her first set – a gift indeed.
Congratulations to our DECEMBER WINNERS!
TRIP to Colorado Rockies Baseball Game Mike O’Neill, Butte

$200 cash - Connor Sproull, Missoula
www.msgagolf.org/raffle-fundraiser

** JANUARY’S PRIZE is to Las Vegas, Nevada **
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Montana’s Official
Golf Season:
April 1 to October 31

Off-season scores played in
Montana should not be posted.
Scores played where it is in-season are
valid and should be posted, via the
online handicap system, smartphone
app, or membership linking.

New Loan Approved For Old Works
Nick Dietzen, MSGA Communications Director

This past year, Old Works Golf Course in Anaconda celebrated its 20th Anniversary. With Jack
Nicklaus as the author of a makeover from environmental wasteland to world class golf course, Old
Works has attracted equal attention during its history for both its unique and tremendous layout, but also for the fear that
economic feasibility is always just out of reach.

Old Works Golf Course

Old Works has endured times of unease. Another measure to continue its existence, and
hopefully growth, occurred recently as the Anaconda-Deer Lodge County Board of commissioners voted and unanimously passed three memorandums of understanding with Atlantic
Richfield Company (ARCO). The total amount of assistance from ARCO (the responsible
party for 100 years of waste from smelting) to the area will exceed $1 million. $280,000
earmarked for the golf course is a loan. $250,000 of the loan will be forgiven once the county
officially signs its agreement with ARCO.

The loan will serve to remedy three things for Old Works: meeting payroll during the off-season (four full-time staff),
reimbursing the “rainy day” fund (approximately $50,000), and level the floor of the clubhouse (approximately $30,000).
The past ten years of operation have been a struggle to break even, and over the past four years the county has had loans
nearing $1 million.
The course is not only thought of highly in regards to its design, but it serves a practical purpose of acting as a protective
cap on the waste area. Adjusted rates for the 2017 season have been announced and the hope is to attract more local golfers, in addition to tourists. The basic rate will be reduced by $10; Montanans will get an additional $10 discount. The golf
course had 13,000 rounds of golf played in 2016.

2016 Montana Golf Year In Review
Nick Dietzen, MSGA Communications Director

Anyone who loves the game of golf knows that, while every round has many of the same components, there is uniqueness to each round, each course, and it’s rarely easy for one to decide on anything definitively. What club is your favorite?
Which hole do you like the most? What was the best shot of the round?
The 2016 golf season in Montana was tremendous. Good weather, great performances, new players coming to the game, and, of course, great stories. If you’re looking for a contender for favorite
golf story of the year, you may not have to look further than this past year’s 4th of July Tournament
in Whitefish. Veteran golf scribe Rick Reilly recounts it here: It's a One-derful Life: An Ace Unites
Father and Son Once More.
It’s not about picking favorites, but some highlights from 2016 in chronological order:

Robb Bergeson, after
his hole-in-one.
Inset: Bob Bergeson.

January
Kevin Woodin was named interim head golf coach at MSU-Billings. Not only is Woodin an accomplished head coach for
MSU-Billings Women’s Basketball Team, but he also added the title of interim golf coach to his list of responsibilities. Under Woodin’s guidance, the Yellowjackets signed several in-state phenoms and are trending upward in the NCAA Division
II’s Great Northwest Athletic Conference.
February
Billings’ Pete Grass, longtime superintendent at Hilands G.C., was elected president of the Golf Course
Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA). A more deserving leader, we could not suggest!
March
Even great events can use a tweak here and there. The Montana State Golf Association board of directors
implemented changes for the construction of the amateur team that competes against the professionals at
the annual Ryder Cup style competition. Past team composition was based ...Continued on the next page
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Pete Grass
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on previous State Amateur and Mid-Amateur top finishers, whereas the new selection criteria is based on
a points system from early season tournaments.
April
The MSGA board of directors committed $10,000 to enhance development of junior golf in grades K-8.
A “Trip-of-the-Month” raffle was introduced to further fundraising efforts for juniors. The board also
aligned its Mid-Amateur minimum age requirement with the USGA, moving the age to 25.

Ryan Porch

May
The Rocky Mountain College Battlin’ Bears women’s team took home the Frontier Conference Title and
senior standout Kyla Clancy of Park City took home medalist honors.
June
Freshman Ryggs Johnston, of Libby, set an all-class Montana High School scoring record with a 131 at
Pryor Creek Golf Course (Johnny Walker Course). Later in the year Johnston would commit to play for
Arizona State University.

Maggie Crippen

July
University of Idaho golfer and Kalispell native Ryan Porch broke through with a victory at the Men’s
State Amateur at Laurel Golf Club. Porch was the only player to break par. Maggie Crippen took home
the title for the Women’s State Amateur, leading the whole tournament, finishing 7 shots from her nearest competitor. Mary Bryson claimed a win for the Women’s Senior Amateur, also being elected to the
MSWGA Hall of Fame the evening before the final round.
Mary Bryson

August
Whitefish’s Mark Mance went 40 consecutive holes without a bogey en route to winning the 30th MidAmateur Championship at Polson Bay Golf Course.
September
Billings’ Jim Bob Coleman qualified for the U.S. Mid-Amateur Championship, qualified for match play,
and picked up a first round victory before falling to eventual champion Stewart Hagestad.

Mark Mance

October
The Golden Bear, Jack Nicklaus, returned to Montana to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of Old Works
Golf Course.
November
The end of the official golf season passed and 2016 marked the first year in which players could not
anchor their putter, so it was goodbye to the belly-putters, and broomstick putters no longer could be
anchored.

Jim Bob Coleman

by Chris Keane USGA

December
Hopefully you received some stocking stuffers or maybe some equipment that didn’t fit underneath the Christmas Tree.
This newsletter is

Link-Friendly!

If you see a link, click
for more information!

Support Junior Golf!
Proceeds from MSGA Specialty
Plates are used to help support
Junior Golf Programs in Montana.
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Do you want to see
something in the newsletter?
Contact Nick Dietzen at:
nick@msgagolf.org
(406) 459-3459

USGA ANNOUNCES 2021 AND 2025 WALKER CUP MATCH SITES
The USGA announced Seminole Golf Club, in Juno Beach, FL, and Cypress Point Club, in
Pebble Beach, CA, as the host sites for the 2021 Walker Cup Match and 2025 Walker Cup
Match, respectively.
The 48th Walker Cup Match is scheduled for May 8-9, 2021. It will mark the first time that the biennial team competition
between 10 amateur players representing the United States and 10 amateur players representing Great Britain and Ireland
will be held in the spring on U.S. soil. The dates of the 50th Walker Cup Match are September 6-7, 2025. The international
competition will return to Cypress Point for the first time since 1981, the club’s only previous USGA competition.
“The selections of Seminole Golf Club and Cypress Point Club as Walker Cup venues are emblematic of what George Herbert Walker intended when he helped create the first Match in 1922,” said Stuart Francis, USGA Championship Committee
chairman. “To have two of the United States’ greatest courses as host sites will not only produce memorable competitions
but reinforces the stature of amateur golf in this country.”
The Walker Cup Match is played over two days and consists of 18 singles matches and eight foursomes (alternate-shot)
matches. The USA leads the overall series, 35-9-1, but each side has won seven times since 1989. Four of those 14 matches
have been decided by one point.

LOCAL RULE FOR ACCIDENTAL MOVEMENT OF A BALL ON THE PUTTING GREEN
The USGA and The R&A announced the introduction of a new Local Rule that eliminates the penalty when a ball is accidentally moved on the putting green. The Local Rule will be available for any committee in charge of a competition to use
starting January 1, 2017. It will be adopted by the USGA and The R&A in all of their championships, qualifying competitions, and international matches.
“Eliminating this penalty responds to the concerns we have heard from both golfers and committees about the difficulties
in applying the current Rules when a player accidentally causes a ball to move on the putting green,” said Thomas Pagel,
USGA senior director, Rules of Golf and Amateur Status, said. “This change is a good example of the type of Rules modernization changes we hope to implement after completing our fundamental review of all of the Rules. We are looking for
ways to improve the Rules by making them easier to understand and apply.”
David Rickman, executive director - Governance at The R&A, said, “For the past several years, as part of The R&A and
USGA’s Rules Modernization initiative, we have considered the penalty for a ball that is accidentally moved on the putting
green. Both Rules Committees agreed that it needed to be changed and decided that in this particular case it was important to act now, through a Local Rule, rather than wait for the next overall set of revisions to the Rules of Golf.”
The Local Rule has been welcomed by all of the major tours worldwide, and the PGA Tour, European Tour, LPGA, PGA of
America, and the Masters Tournament are among the golf organizations that will implement the Local Rule for all future
events, beginning January 1, 2017.
If a committee wishes to introduce this Local Rule, the following wording is recommended:
“Rules 18-2, 18-3 and 20-1 are modified as follows: When a player’s ball lies on the putting
green, there is no penalty if the ball or ball-marker is accidentally moved by the player, his
partner, his opponent, or any of their caddies or equipment. The moved ball or ball-marker
must be replaced as provided in Rules 18-2, 18-3 and 20-1. This Local Rule applies only
when the player’s ball or ball-marker lies on the putting green and any movement is accidental. Note: If it is determined that a player’s ball on the putting green was moved as a result of
wind, water, or some other natural cause such as the effects of gravity, the ball must be played
as it lies from its new location. A ball-marker moved in such circumstances is replaced.”
For more information about the new Local Rule, including explanatory diagrams, videos, and
a detailed question-and-answer document, please visit usga.org/2017localrule.
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