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April Tournaments
4/1/17
Member/Member/Guest
Laurel GC (Laurel)
4/6/17
Absarokee High School - JV
Stillwater GC (Columbus)
4/7/17
Wine and Beer Fundraiser
Marias Valley GC (Shelby)
4/8/17
Masters Fun Day
Polson Bay GC (Polson)
4/10/17 - 4/11/17
RMSPGA (YC) Pro-Pro
Hilands GC (Billings)
4/11/17
HS Triangular
Marias Valley GC (Shelby)
4/12/17
Columbus High School - JV
Stillwater GC (Columbus)
4/15/17
2 Person Spring Scramble
Bridger Creek GC (Bozeman)
4/15/17
Iron Bunny Scramble
Village Greens GC (Kalispell)
4/17/17
PNWPGA (WMC) Pro-Am
Village Greens GC (Kalispell)
4/20/17
Valier/Sunburst Inv.
Marias Valley GC (Shelby)
4/22/17
Casa Scramble
Polson Bay GC (Polson)
4/22/17
Columbus High School - Varsity
Stillwater GC (Columbus)
4/22/17
Skip Koprivica HS Fundraiser
Missoula CC (Missoula)
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Active Handicap Season in Montana is Here!
Nick Dietzen, MSGA Communications Director

Most of the state is in agreement that the 2016 winter was one
for the ages. With a combination of very cold temperatures and
record snowfall in many areas of the Treasure State, April is
being welcomed in by golfers with a renewed zest to pick up
where their golf games were put on pause either in October or,
for many, in November.
Now is the time to make sure you renew your memberships at local courses
and clubs and be sure to sign-up for your handicap. All golfers with an active
handicap are MSGA Members by definition. Know of a friend who might want
to sign up for their first handicap and become a member? Encourage them to
join you and start participating in various leagues and keep log of our wonderful golf season in Montana. Being an MSGA member benefits not only golf in
Montana, but your local course as well.
One member-benefit that has been celebrated is the ability to post scores online
and via our mobile app. Score posting has never been easier! ...Cont. on the next pg

2017 vTour Series Dates Announced
Emily Hulsey, MSGA Handicap and Website Coordinator

This year, we have a fantastic GRAND PRIZE to
announce: A package that includes a Sun Mountain Speed Cart GT, a golf bag, and an umbrella!
If you didn’t play last year, now’s your chance to
join in the fun. It’s ONLINE and it’s FREE! How
do you play? Go to www.msgagolf.org/join-thevtour to find out the details and to register to play.
You will need your MSGA login. Don’t know it?
Click here to contact us.

4/23/17 - 4/25/17
PNWPGA (WMC) Match Play
Championship
Great Falls
4/24/17
RMSPGA (YC) Pro-Am
Hilands GC (Billings)
4/28/17
Shelby HS Invitational
Marias Valley GC (Shelby)
4/28/17
UM Lady Griz Golf Team Fundraiser
Missoula CC (Missoula)
4/29/17
Lakers Baseball Golf Scramble
Village Greens GC (Kalispell)
4/30/17
4 Person Scramble
Bridger Creek GC (Bozeman)

SEASON ... from previous page

The handy MSGA Mobile App is available for iPhone
and Android devices. MSGA Member Clubs also have posting kiosks available,
so you can enter scores after your rounds. Additionally, you can enter scores by
logging in to the MSGA Website at www.msgagolf.org.
Please note, as a reminder, that if you played during Montana’s inactive season
in a region observing an active season (e.g. Arizona, Florida), those scores must
be posted for handicap purposes, if you haven’t already done so.
If you haven’t checked out the host sites for this season’s major tournaments,
please do so via the MSGA website, by clicking on “Tournaments.” Lastly,
please stay connected at home and on-the-go via social media. We encourage
you to send us Tweets, photos, and share updates on Facebook.
We’re excited to celebrate our centennial with you later this year! May your
2017 season be filled with pars, birdies, and many joyful memories on the links!

Update on Daylight
Savings, Senate Bill 206

New Local Rule Put Into Action at WGC Match Play

HELENA – Montanans will continue
to change their clocks twice a year
after a legislative committee voted
Thursday not to abandon Daylight
Saving Time.

On January 1st of 2017, the USGA and R&A implemented a new Local Rule,
allowing a committee the option of eliminating a penalty stroke for accidental
movement of the ball on the putting green. It didn’t take too long for the game’s
biggest stage, the PGA Tour, to provide us with an example.

Senate Bill 206, which would have
kept Montana on standard time yearround, was tabled by the House State
Admin. Committee by a unanimous
vote and after no discussion.
The measure was proposed by Rep.
Ryan Osmundson, who did so at the
behest of farm and ranch constituents
frustrated by time changes. Their
schedules were “more dictated by the
sun than necessarily the clock.”
But as the proposal gained attention, opposition piled up. Earlier
this month, about two dozen people
testified against the bill, including
school officials who said eliminating
Daylight Saving Time would make it
difficult to have outdoor, after-school
practices for sports.
MSGA Exec. Dir. Jim Opitz and
MSSGA Exec. Dir. Kevin Hayes testified against the bill, along with many
other groups with industries it would
affect adversely.

Nick Dietzen, MSGA Communications Director

At the PGA Tour’s WGC-Dell Technologies Match Play Championship, Tyrrell Hatton was involved in a three-way sudden-death playoff to determine
who would advance to the Round of 16. On the first playoff hole, Hatton was
readying a par putt when he grounded his putter behind the ball and caused it
to move. Prior to 2017, Hatton would have incurred a one-stroke penalty and
been required to replace his ball before playing his next stroke. Now with an
adoption of the new local rule provision, the local rule still requires that the ball,
when accidentally moved on the putting green, be replaced in its original location if the player caused the movement, but without penalty.
Unfortunately, Hatton did not replace the ball to its original location and thus
he incurred a penalty for playing from a wrong place (Rule 20-7). This type
of situation helps remind the recreational golfer of both the new local rule and
proper application.
Despite the WGC event being a match play format, any playoff with three or
more players was conducted under stroke-play rules. Hatton was penalized two
strokes (loss of hole in match play), turning his par into a double bogey and
opening the door for Charles Howell III to advance to the Round of 16. Here is
video of the new local rule in action from last week’s WGC Match Play Event.
Congratulations to our MARCH WINNERS!
Napa Valley, California - Bill Larson, Bozeman
$200 cash - Leanne Defiance, Harrison
www.msgagolf.org/raffle-fundraiser

** APRIL’S PRIZE is a trip to Scottsdale, Arizona **
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Spring Schedule Picking Up for Collegiate Golfers
Nick Dietzen, MSGA Communications Director

BIG SKY CONFERENCE
U of M
The University of Montana picked up a top-five finish in Dallas, Texas, at the Women’s Spring Break
Invitational. In the 16 team field, the Grizzlies had rounds of 310, 298, and 321 for a tournament total
of 929. It was UM’s top finish in a tournament with at least 10 teams participating since 2014. Eastern Kentucky was victorious with rounds of 302-297-296 and a team total of 895.
Kari Opatz was the top finisher, tying for 16th at 230 (76-74-80). Baylee Barckley was next finishing
in a tie for 24th at 232 (79-74-79), followed by Teigan Avery (T-30) with 234 (78-73-83), and teammates Alexa Schendelman and Hailey Hoagland tied for 54th at 240 to round out the tournament for
the Grizzlies. The Grizzlies next event is April 6-7 in Arizona at the Wyoming Cowgirl Classic.

Baylee Barckley

MSU
The Montana State Bobcats competed in St. George, Utah, at the Pizza Hut Thunderbird Invitational,
finishing 8th of 12 teams. The Bobcats posted a two-day total of 612 at Sunbrook Golf Course. South
Dakota State won the title at 564.
Jaylee Tait grabbed a top-10 finish with rounds of 71-74, 145, putting her in a tie for 9th. Janelle Reali
was next in T-25 with rounds of 80-73, 153. Kelly Hooper posted 80-76, 156, to tie for 36th. Delaney
Elliott fired 79-79, 158, to finish 43rd and Coral Schulz rounded things out for the Bobcats with 8292, 174, for 65th overall. The Bobcats travel to Wyoming for the Cowgirl Classic in Arizona April 6-7.

Janelle Reali

NCAA DIVISION II & NAIA
Yellowjacket Invitational (Men) - Click here for results
The MSU-Billings men were able to convert their home course knowledge to an invitational title as the Yellowjackets
posted a three-day team total of 874 (296-281-297) at Lake Hills Golf Course in Billings.
MSU-B placed four of five competitors in the top-10 with Garrett Woodin tying for fifth,
Caleb Stetzner finishing 8th, and Michael Porter holding down 10th.
Fellow Magic City school, Rocky Mountain College, placed second 14 shots back at 888.
The Battlin Bears’ Michael Tait claimed the overall individual title with an impressive 206
(-10) thanks to rounds of 71-67-68. Tait bested runner-up Connor Miele of MSU-B who
displayed a strong and consistent game with rounds of 73-70-70, 213 (-3) to lead the Yellowjackets. The eight team field included four Frontier Conference teams with Montana
Tech finishing third, followed by Carroll College in fourth, and the University of Great Falls
in sixth. Sean Benson of Montana Tech was third overall with an even par invitational (72-70-74, 216).

MSU-B Men’s Team

MSU-B will complete their regular season as the men travel to the Western New Mexico Invitational April 3-4 at Palm
Valley Golf Club in Goodyear, Arizona.
Yellowjacket Invitational (Women) - Click here for results
Lake Hills was also kind to the MSU-B Women’s team as the Yellowjackets helped complete
the sweep of invitationals thanks to an impressive victory over two days. MSU-B finished
with a two-day total of 618 (308-310) which was 38 shots clear of second place Rocky
Mountain College.
Sammy Walter led the way for the Yellowjackets, finishing tied for second with rounds of
77-77, 154. All five MSU-B players earned top-10 finishes with Haley Shackelford tying for
4th, teammates Bailee Dexter and Kortney McNeil tying for 6th, and Shealyn Hafer tying
for 9th. ...Continued on the next page
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MSU-B Women’s Team

COLLEGIATE ... from previous page

Gina Kowolchuk of the University of Great Falls was the medalist with rounds of 77-74, 151, besting
Walter and Rocky’s Eryn Ellis by three shots. Seven teams competed on the women’s side.
The women compete at the Western New Mexico Invitational a week later than the men, April 10-11.
The postseason takes place for both teams at the 2017 Great Northwest Athletic Conference Championships April 24-25 at the Coeur d’Alene Resort Course. The Frontier Conference moves directly into
the postseason April 24-26 at the Frontier Conference Championships in Tempe, Arizona, at the ASU
Karsten Golf Course.
PGA Junior
League Golf is a
fun and social
opportunity for
boys and girls,
ages 13 and under,
to learn and enjoy the game of golf
from PGA Professionals.
Like many other recreational
youth sports, participants wear
numbered jerseys and play on teams
with friends. Teams are already
forming in the Billings, Missoula,
and Flathead valley.
Click here to register your
son or daughter today!

Gina Kowolchuk

Montana Tech Announces Four Signings
Nick Dietzen, MSGA Communications Director

Montana Tech golf coach Lee
LaBreche announced the signings of
four new student-athletes to play for
the Orediggers in the upcoming fall
season.

Houston Green

Houston Green, from Butte, and Sean Ramsbacher, of Missoula, join the men’s team. Both finished in the top five at the
previous AA State Tournament. Ramsbacher, was the runner up and Green finished fourth. Both student athletes will
study engineering.
Billings’ Angela King and Kelsey Parker, of Idaho, will be
joining the women’s squad. King helped Billings Skyview to a
fourth place team finish at the State AA Tournament last fall
and plans on studying nursing. Parker, from Centennial High
School in Boise, Idaho, was a four-year letter winner and
plans to study engineering.
The signings of King and Parker make three fall commitments, as Tanna Campbell of Big Timber committed earlier
this year.

GREAT DEALS ON GOLF - ONLINE AUCTION
Do you love to golf at a reduced price?
Enjoy great deals on golf in the Montana/
Wyoming region, donated by Peaks & Prairies GCSAA courses - as well as great opportunities to golf across the country.
Visit this link within www.biddingforgood.com
to see courses as they are being added for the
May 1-7, 2017, auction. Tell your friends!

Sean Ramsbacher

Angela King

BUTTE CC TO HOST 2018
MSGA MEN’S STATE AMATEUR
Butte Country Club has graciously
moved up one year to host the 2018
Men’s State Amateur. Previously,
Riverside Country Club in Bozeman
was slated to host the event. Riverside will now host the 2019 Men’s
State Amateur.
Online Applications are now
open for the 2017 Men’s State Am,
Women’s State & Senior Am, and
Men’s Mid Am tournaments.

Proceeds from the sale of rounds from the courses
in the Peaks & Prairies GCSAA will benefit our
association's continuing education, research, and
scholarship programs and the Environmental Institute for Golf.
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USGA ANNOUNCES 2017 U.S. SENIOR OPEN SECTIONAL
QUALIFYING SITES
The USGA has announced sectional qualifying sites for the 38th U.S. Senior Open Championship, to be held at Salem Country Club, in Peabody, MA, June 29-July 2. Salem Country Club
is hosting its second U.S. Senior Open and its sixth USGA championship.
Conducted over 18 holes, sectional qualifying will be held at 34 sites across the United States between May 15 and June 12.
Player registration is available now and continues through Wednesday, May 10, at 5 p.m. EST (usga.org/champs/apply).
“The U.S. Senior Open is senior golf ’s most prestigious championship and we are pleased to return to New England and
Salem Country Club, where the Francis D. Ouimet Memorial Trophy will be awarded for the first time since 2001,” said
Stuart Francis, USGA Championship Committee chairman. “We are grateful for the support of state and regional golf associations, which allows sectional qualifying to be conducted across the nation.”

USGA ANNOUNCES SECTIONAL QUALIFYING EXEMPTIONS FOR INAUGURAL
U.S. SENIOR WOMEN’S OPEN
The USGA today announced its exemption categories from sectional qualifying for the U.S. Senior Women’s Open Championship, which will be contested for the first time July 12-15, 2018, at Chicago Golf Club in Wheaton, IL. A full list of
exemption categories – which includes any player in her first 10 years of age eligibility who has won a U.S. Women’s Open
Championship – is available on usga.org.
The U.S. Senior Women’s Open is open to professional females, and amateur females with a Handicap Index not exceeding 7.4, who have reached their 50th birthday as of the first day of the championship. The field will include 120 players,
who will earn entry into the championship through an exemption category or via sectional qualifying at sites nationwide.
Exempt players who wish to compete in the championship must file an entry. Qualifying sites will be announced in the
spring of 2018.
“Starting next summer, the U.S. Senior Women’s Open Championship will provide the game’s ultimate test for some of
the most decorated women in golf, both professional and amateur,” said Stuart Francis, USGA Championship Committee chairman. “Chicago Golf Club, one of five founding member clubs of the USGA, will serve as a grand stage that will
celebrate these incredible players who have paved the way for the current generation while continuing to elevate the game
we all love.”
There are exemption categories for senior amateur players, provided they remain an amateur through the championship.
This includes 2016 U.S. Senior Women’s Amateur champion Ellen Port. A seven-time USGA champion, Port is tied with
Anne Quast Sander and Carol Semple Thompson for the second-most USGA championships won by a woman, trailing
only JoAnne Gunderson Carner (8). Jack Nicklaus (8), Robert T. Jones Jr. (9), and Tiger Woods (9) are the only other golfers with more USGA titles than Port. Exemptions upon entry will also be given to the 2017 U.S. Senior Women’s Amateur
champion and runner-up, as well as winners of the 2017 Ladies’ Senior British Open Amateur and 2017 Canadian Senior
Women’s Amateur Championship.
The U.S. Senior Women’s Open format will mirror that of the U.S. Open, U.S. Women’s Open, and U.S. Senior Open championships: a walking-only, 72-hole stroke-play competition over four consecutive days. There will be a 36-hole cut to the
top 50 players, including ties, and prize money will be announced at a later date. Chicago Golf Club, the oldest golf club
in the United States in continuous use at the same location, will host its 12th USGA championship and the first since the
2005 Walker Cup Match.
The 2019 Senior Women’s Open will be contested at Pine
Needles Lodge & Golf Club in Southern Pines, N.C.,
from May 16-19. It will be the sixth USGA championship contested at the club and first since the 2007 Women’s Open, won by Cristie Kerr.
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Want to see something
in the newsletter?
Contact Nick Dietzen at:
nick@msgagolf.org
(406) 459-3459

