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September Tournaments
9/02/2021
Big Sky Chamber of Commerce
Big Sky GC (Big Sky)
9/03/2021
Big Sky Bird and Birdies
The Briarwood GC (Billings)
9/03/2021
Boys and Girls Club
Yellowstone CC (Billings)
9/03/2021
Eagle Rock Triad
Eaglerock GC (Billings)
9/04/2021
Night Flyer
Stillwater GC (Columbus)
9/04/2021 - 9/05/2021
Coors Light Two Person Challenge
Anaconda CC (Anaconda)
9/04/2021 - 9/05/2021
Kabinski Klassik
Pine Meadows GC (Lewistown)
9/04/2021 - 9/05/2021
Labor Day Weekend Tournament
Cottonwood CC (Glendive)
9/04/2021 - 9/06/2021
84th Annual Labor Day Tournament
Buffalo Hill GC (Kalispell)
9/04/2021 - 9/06/2021
Miller Lite Labor Day Classic
Butte CC (Butte)
9/05/2021
West Yellowstone Ski Educ Fndtn
Big Sky GC (Big Sky)
9/10/2021
Habitat for Humanity
Pryor Creek GC (Huntley)
9/10/2021
Men's Triad
Eaglerock GC (Billings)
9/10/2021
Yellowstone Art Museum
Laurel GC (Laurel)
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Women's Amateur Championships Results
George Geise, MSGA Board Member

The hairiest and scariest year of Kylie Esh’s young life ended in
the best possible way at the end of July... with a Montana
Women's State Amateur trophy.
Esh fired a brilliant 2-under-par 70 at Meadow
Lark Country Club to outlast Kameryn Basye
of Bozeman by four strokes. She won her first
State Am title, only one year after she thought a bout with
cancer might end her golf career way too early.
“It was about a year ago, back in July, that I started radiation
treatment," said Esh, who is only 21 years old but was diagnosed with a cancerous abdominal tumor about 16 months
ago. She couldn’t play golf for about six months, but recovered in time to play a few tournaments for her University of
Montana team in the spring. She will complete her college
career in Missoula this year – and the future looks brighter
than ever.
“This was one of the best rounds I’ve ever played,” said Esh,
who is coached by her father, longtime pro Joey Esh. “I feel
really good about this win because I beat a really talented
player.”

Women's State Am:
Kylie Esh

Women's Mid Am:
Susan Haskins

Basye, the daughter of a Montana State golf coach, belted
280-yard drives and several excellent iron shots all day, taking
a one-stroke lead over Esh after 45 holes. But on the final
nine – the front side at MLCC – Esh made four birdies to
take a 5-stroke lead. Her only bad hole – a double-bogey 6
Am:
on No. 8 – let Basye back within two shots. But Basye’s bogey Women's Senior
Jo Smith
on No. 9 ended the challenge. Esh finished at 214 (73-71-70),
Basye at 218 (73-72-73), and Marcella Mercer of Bigfork was third at 224
(72-74-78).
In the Women's Mid Amateur Division, Susan Haskins of Bozeman coasted to
the title with a 54-hole score of 228 (73-77-78). She won by 9 shots over Kylie
Perlinski of Bozeman, who closed with a 237 (82-83-72). Victoria Konitz of
Billings was third at 245 (83-80-82). ...Continued next page

9/11/2021
Legends (50+) Scramble
Airport GC (Wolf Point)
9/11/2021
Medical Foundation Tournament
Trestle Creek GC (St. Regis)
9/11/2021 - 9/12/2021
Club Championship
Cabinet View GC (Libby)
9/11/2021 - 9/12/2021
Great Falls Match Play Championship
Eagle Falls GC (Great Falls)
9/11/2021- 9/12/2021
RMSPGA (YC) Gallatin Valley Open
Cottonwood Hills GC (Bozeman)
9/13/2021
PNWPGA (WMC) Pro-Am
The Ranch Club (Missoula)
9/13/2021
RMSPGA (YC) Pro-Am
Hilands GC (Billings)
9/13/2021
Yellowstone Art Museum
Laurel GC (Laurel)
9/17/2021
Heights Exchange Club
Pryor Creek GC (Huntley)
9/17/2021
Missoula Education Fndtn Scramble
Missoula CC (Missoula)
9/18/2021
Fall Classic
Laurel GC (Laurel)
9/18/2021
Halverson Memorial Greenskeeper
Airport GC (Wolf Point)
9/18/2021
Toys For Tots
Polson Bay GC (Polson)
9/18/2021 - 9/19/2021
Ladies County Am
Yellowstone CC (Billings)
9/19/2021
Buffalo Blender
Buffalo Hill GC (Kalispell)
9/19/2021
CASA Scramble
Polson Bay GC (Polson)
9/19/2021
Social Ladies in Club Pro Am
Laurel GC (Laurel)
9/19/2021
Trinity Lutheran
Pryor Creek GC (Huntley)
9/19/2021
Worlds Toughest
Marias Valley G&CC (Shelby)
9/20/2021
Ladies Tournament of Champions
Yellowstone CC (Billings)

WOMEN'S AMS ... from previous page
In the Women's Senior Amateur division, which attracted over 60 competitors,
Jo Smith of Missoula repeated as champion, finishing in style with a 5-over-par
77, which was the lone sub-80 round of the tournament. She finished at 242
(83-82-77), six strokes in front of fellow Missoula player Carol Van Valkenburg
at 248 (80-88-80). Hometown favorite Deb Porcarelli finished strong with an 80
to earn third place at 249 (82-87-80). Three-time Senior Amateur winner Susan
Court of Helena, who was inducted into the MSGA Hall of Fame, finished
fourth at 253 (84-85-84). With her third state title in the last four years, Smith
also qualified for future Hall of Fame status.
For full results of the Women's Amateur Championships, click here. Next year's
tournament will be held July 14-16 at Lake Hills Golf Club in Billings.

Dunn takes Montana State Seniors Title
Emily Hulsey, MSGA Handicap and Website Administrator

Missoula's Bill Dunn, 55, entered the final round of the MSSGA State Seniors
Tournament at the Butte Country Club with a 2-shot lead, which turned into
seven strokes, to win his first State Senior title.
The State Seniors Tournament, with 318 players this
year, was played at Fairmont Hot Springs Resort GC,
Old Works Golf Course, and Butte Country Club.
Dunn shot an even 72 at Fairmont, a five-under 67 at
Old Works, and finished with two-under 68 at Butte
CC for a strong seven-under lead of 207. Dunn, in his
first year at the tournament, also captured the Freshman Division title.

Men's State Seniors:
Dick O'Leary with Bill Dunn (r)

Rico Carosone of Idaho and Ron Ramsbacher of Missoula, who were close with
Dunn for much of the time, struggled during Round 3. They tied for second
with a 214 (Carosone 72-70-72 and Ramsbacher 70-71-73). Brad Grattan of
Whitefish finished fourth with a 217 (75-69-73).
Gene Robinson of Bigfork won the Sophomore Division title, Del Rupert of
Bozeman and Bill Murray of Helena were co-champs of the Junior Division, and
Randy Brown of Ennis captured the Senior Division. Ken Nettleton of Helena,
in the Junior Division, scored a hole-in-one on Butte CC's hole #17. Congrats!
Thanks to all three courses for hosting, along with the volunteers who worked
tirelessly, which helped contribute to a successful event! For full results of the
tournament, click here. Next year's tournament will be held August 2-4 in the
Flathead Valley.
Congratulations to our NEWEST WINNERS!

AUGUST'S DRAWING:
Budapest, Hungary - Ken Volk, Sidney
$200 cash - Ken Bush, Kalispell

** SEPTEMBER'S TRIP PRIZE is Jackson Hole, WY **
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A Note From the MSGA President
Carla Berg, MSGA President

Sadly the golf season is coming to an end. The days are getting
shorter and after a blistering hot summer, cooler temperatures are
in the air. In this message I would like to address and give kudos
to all of the Ground Superintendents across the state. These
dedicated men and women don't take their family vacations
during the busiest time of the year for themselves, nor during
your playing season. They rise early everyday to make sure your
course in the best condition possible. Often there is an event every week that
makes it necessary to keep the course in “tournament ready condition”. No
small task!
I had the opportunity to visit with our Superintendent, Jason Lamb, recently.
I wanted him to know I had been hearing about how great our course looked
and to get more of an insight into the workings
of the Peaks and Prairies Golf Course Superintendents Association, which covers Montana and
Wyoming, and is the local chapter of Golf Course
Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA). He is a former 2-term President of the Peaks and Prairies chapter. This fabulous organization is another recipient of your MSGA Membership fee, which funds much more than just your
handicap computation. We all like to play on nice green grass with no pest-icky
gnats, mosquitoes, bugs of any type, animal dung, etc. So here is where some of
your fee goes, to help support these hard working crews!
Jason told me that Peaks and Prairies brings in world-renown speakers to address just about every issue the Superintendents may encounter. Pesticides, agronomic conditions (soil chemistry, irrigation and drainage, turf grass research,
weed and disease control), budgeting, and employee management.
Last year, they had COVID to contend with too and had to take the necessary
precautions. This year, drought hit just about everywhere and everyone in the
state. And to top that off, our course (Sidney CC) was hit with tornado-type
winds of 125 miles or more. We lost 48 trees, some very integral ones. The
course was closed for 3 days, a scheduled tournament for that weekend was
postponed, and volunteers spent over 700
man hours cleaning up the course so it was
playable again.... not too much of a chance for
these heroes to enjoy the game themselves!
But many of us continue on without much of
a thought... to thank them, nor support them
Click to Play Video
through a MSGA membership. We all use
various excuses... “I don't play tournaments”, “I only play scrambles and they
will just give me a handicap for that”, “I don't play in a league”, and so on. Please
share with your friends how important an MSGA membership is, even if you
don't need a handicap or play in tournaments.
So, the next time you are out enjoying the walk or ride in the wide open spaces
and putting on perfectly manicured greens, remember that your MSGA membership fee is helping to support this valuable organization, the Peaks and
Prairies GCSAA! And, please take the time to thank your local Superintendent
and the hard working crew at your home course.
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9/20/2021 - 9/21/2021
Yellowstone County Seniors
Pryor Creek GC (Huntley)
9/21/2021
LHS Cross Country Meet
Laurel GC (Laurel)
9/24/2021
Yellowstone Christian College
Pryor Creek GC (Huntley)
9/25/2021
Ironman Open
Big Sky GC (Big Sky)
9/27/2021 - 9/28/2021
Beartooth Invitational
Laurel GC (Laurel)
9/27/2021 - 9/28/2021
PNWPGA (WMC) Championship
Missoula CC (Missoula)
9/27/2021 - 9/28/2021
RMSPGA (YC) Championship
Bridger Creek GC (Bozeman)

Position Opening Soon:
MSGA Executive Director
Applications will be open
from 9/15 to 9/30/21.
More information about the position,
along with an online application,
will be posted on 9/15 at
msgagolf.org/job-applications.

NEW RAFFLE
STARTS THIS MONTH!

Get your tickets now at
msgagolf.org/raffle-fundraiser!
ALL proceeds go to support
Junior Golf in Montana!

Men's Mid Amateur Championship Results
Emily Hulsey, MSGA Handicap and Website Administrator

Whitefish's Shawn Tucker finished Round 1 of the Men's Mid Am in Polson with a 2 stroke lead (67) over Missoula's Akku
Acharya (69). However, by the end of Round 2, Bill Dunn of Missoula and Chris Goldan of Bozeman had jumped from a tie for third to a tie for first with a 6-under 68.
Dunn out-birdied Goldan in Round 3, and even with Brad Grattan of Whitefish on his heels,
outscored the others to finish first with an 8-under 208 (70-68-70). Grattan posted a strong third
round score to end in second with a 210 (71-72-67). Goldan took third with a 211 (70-68-73),
and Acharya was fourth with a 213 (69-74-70). Joe Cielak of Libby took fifth with a 215 (70-7174) and Shawn Tucker rounded out a three-way tie for sixth with a 216 (67-76-73), along with
Spencer Williams of Helena (73-73-70) and Mike Mattson of Missoula (74-69-73).

Men's Mid Amateur:
Bill Dunn and Brad Grattan

The Gene Cook Cup, for the lowest 2-round gross score from the same club, went to Bill Dunn and Bob Hasquet/Akku
Acharya (tie) from Missoula Country Club. The Joe Tomes Award, the lowest gross score for 50 yrs & over, went to Bill
Dunn with a 68. And the Dick Pittman Award, the lowest gross score, went to both Brad Grattan and Shawn Tucker (tie)
with a 67.
Thanks so much to the staff and volunteers at Polson Bay Golf Course! For full results of the tournament, click here.
Next year's tournament will be held August 11-13 at Marias Valley Golf & CC in Shelby.

GHIN Mobile App GPS Frequently Asked Questions
Emily Hulsey, MSGA Handicap and Website Administrator

As you may know, the GHIN app now includes GPS features. Here are some Frequently asked questions since its release:
Q: What are the GPS features? Are they available to all users?
A: There are standard GPS features that are available to all users. These features include: 3D color
maps for thousands of courses, touchpoint GPS distance to anywhere on the course, and distance to
center of the green. There are additional "Enhanced GPS" features available via an in-app purchase.
Q: What are the Enhanced GPS features?
A: The Enhanced GPS features that are available via an in-app purchase are: Distances to the front and
back of green, shot tracking, ability to set/move hole location, approach heat map, and putt break map.
Q: Are these features Rules Compliant? A: Yes, for both the Standard and Enhanced GPS features.
Q: How much is the Enhanced GPS upgrade? Does it renew automatically?
A: The Enhanced GPS upgrade is $39.99 for a 12-month subscription. This subscription automatically
renews each year. You can manage your subscription within your Apple ID or Google Play account.
Q: Are both the Standard and Enhanced GPS features available for all courses?
A: Nearly all U.S. courses and most international courses have the standard GPS
Congratulations to our newest
and course maps available, while most
U.S. courses have the enhanced green
Ace Club Members!
view features (e.g. approach heat map
Did you get a hole-in-one? Go to www.msgagolf.org to see
and putt break map). If your course is
how to get your MSGA Hole-in-One Certificate!
not mapped, please contact GHIN.
Q: Can I use the Enhanced GPS features before deciding to purchase?
A: Yes, each user will have two “free
trials” with “Play with GPS”. The first
trial will be for the entire round (18 or 9
holes) and the second trial will be for the
first 9 holes of the round.

Madison McCarthy, 8/10/21, The Ranch Club, Hole #4, 82 yds, 50 Degree
Becky Smith-Powell, 8/8/21, Whitefish Lake GC N, Hole #4, 130 yds, 5 Hybrid
Ken Nettleton, 8/5/21, Butte CC, Hole #17, 146 yds, Pitching Wedge
Lynette Robbins, 8/3/21, Eagle Falls GC, Hole #5, 115 yds, 8 Iron
Zach Hould, 8/3/21, Pine Meadows GC, Hole #15, 153 yds, 8 Iron
David Peters, 8/2/21, Bridger Creek GC, Hole #15, 105 yds, Pitching Wedge
Rich Hageman, 7/6/21, Hilands GC, Hole #14, 145 yds, 6 Iron
-4-

Bill Dunn's Amazing Golf Season
George Geise, MSGA Board Member

Bill Dunn is living proof that a golfer doesn’t have to give up the game he loves
just because he’s in so much pain he can’t swing a club.
Dunn, a 55-year-old Missoula banker, has battled elbow pain since he was in
his 20s, but six years ago he faced the toughest decision of his golf career – and
throwing in the towel wasn’t an option. So the natural right-hander turned
around and played as a southpaw, even though his scoring average suffered.
“In 2015, it became so painful that I gave up
golf and started playing left-handed,” Dunn
recalled recently. “About a year later I was able
to go back to right-handed golf, albeit with a
swing modified to limit the pain.”
His new – and maybe improved – swing
worked so well this past year that Dunn made
Montana golf history. After winning both the
State Seniors tournament and the State Mid-Amateur in August, he joined the
legendary Gene Cook of Great Falls as the only two Montana golfers ever to win
both of those events the same year.
Cook’s titles came way back in 1990, when he was 56. Cook, now 87, won six
State Amateurs, two State Mid-Ams, and seven State Senior titles in his Hall of
Fame career. “It’s nice to be mentioned in the same breath with Gene Cook,”
Dunn said, “although everyone’s record pales in comparison to his.”
Dunn also won the title to the Men's Senior Amateur at Canyon River GC,
Missoula, in July. He agreed that 2021 was the most productive season of his
career, which has included several club and city championships in Helena and
Missoula, as well a State Amateur title back in 2009 at Butte Country Club.
“Yes, in terms of tourneys won, it is (the best year). It was nice when I won the
State Am … but this year was really good in terms of consistency and closing
out events.” In his nine tournament-championship rounds this summer, his best
score was 67 and his highest was 72.
The bone spurs in his right elbow still bother him, but he obviously has figured
out how to cope. “As luck would have it, my swing modifications have increased
my accuracy and, I believe, made me a better player,” he said. His new and improved swing has also enabled him to qualify for induction into the MSGA Hall
of Fame in the near future.
Dunn obviously has received a lot of joy and satisfaction from competitive golf,
but it’s been a two-way street. He has served on the MSGA Board for the past
five years and was president for two years. “I’m lucky to be able to give back to a
game I love and that has provided great opportunities and friendships since my
teen years,” Dunn concluded.
Have you logged in online
or with the GHIN app?
Don’t know your login?
Contact us at

support@msgagolf.org.

NEWSLETTER ARCHIVE

SUBSCRIBE
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Want to add something
to the newsletter?
Contact us at:
support@msgagolf.org
1-800-628-3752, ext 1

