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Opitz Announces Retirement at End of 2022 Season
George Geise, MSGA Board Member

There will soon be a new leader of the pack for the Montana State Golf Association, although the current
leader isn’t quite ready to “pack it in.”
The MSGA board recently hired Nick Dietzen to replace Jim Opitz, who has served as Executive Director of
the MSGA for the past 21 years. Opitz, 72, will be handing the baton over to a 37-year-old
Helena native who has been involved in the Montana golf scene for much of his life.
The transition plan is for Dietzen to start full-time on April 1, then work alongside Opitz this spring and
summer to learn the ropes, so to speak. Those “ropes” involve directing seven MSGA-sponsored events,
as well as the 2022 Girls Junior Americas Cup tournament in July that will bring players from Mexico,
Canada, and many western states to Helena for several days. Opitz will step down this fall, with Dietzen
fully assuming the position.
That’s a learning opportunity that wasn’t available to Opitz back in 2000 when he was tabbed to take over
the MSGA reins from previous director Fraser MacDonald of Butte. “Let’s just say that Fraser left me four
plastic tubs filled with documents and minutes from old board meetings,” Opitz said recently with a laugh.
“Fortunately, our first state tournament was at Yellowstone (in Billings) and (pro) Paul Allen and his wife
got me through it. This will be a lot better transition for Nick.”

Jim Opitz

Nick Dietzen

Dietzen was hired after a selection process that began last fall. A committee chaired by MSGA Treasurer
Mary Bryson of Helena received 19 applications, and that list was trimmed to eight for the first round of interviews, which
were conducted online. The committee – which also included MSGA executive committee members Carla Berg of Sidney,
Bill Dunn of Missoula, and Peter Benson of Billings, as well as Director Tracy Paine of Bozeman – interviewed the four
finalists in person. ...Continued next page

MSGA Announces P.J. Boatwright Jr. Internship for 2022
Nick Dietzen, Incoming MSGA Executive Director

Golf is full of tradition and history. Perhaps the richest tradition is generosity in giving back to the game that has provided
so much enjoyment to many. P.J. Boatwright Jr. died 30 years ago, but his legacy has been firmly entrenched in golf, as
his name is forever linked with the tradition of service to the game. In 1991, the USGA
established the P.J. Boatwright Jr. Internship Program. It is designed to provide valuable
experience to individuals who are interested in pursuing a career in golf administration,
while assisting state and regional golf associations in the promotion of amateur golf.

Boatwright Interns, courtesy USGA

For those interested in pursuing a career in golf, many avenues exist. One of the less
publicized and least known areas is golf administration. While it is a broad term, simply
put – amateur golf, promotion of competition, rules of golf, ...Continued on page 3

RETIREMENT ... from previous page
Dietzen is certainly no stranger to MSGA operations and policies. A Helena
Capital High School graduate, he played many years of junior golf and competed for his father, Dan, a longtime prep coach for the Capital Bruins. A 2007
graduate of the University of Southern California with a degree in public relations/journalism, he worked part time for the MSGA from 2013-19 and previously was employed by the Minnesota Golf Association as a Boatright Intern.
Dietzen also spent several years in fund-raising and public relations positions in
Montana and California, but golf remains his passion.
“During my year (2012) as a Boatright intern in Minnesota, I became serious
about pursuing a career in golf administration,” said Dietzen, a serious player
who has competed in numerous MSGA state tournaments. “I wanted to serve
my home state in some capacity and, given the small staff, envisioned that it
would only be possible in a full time capacity if the Executive Director position
opened up."
Opitz, a Missoula native and longtime Athletic Director for the Helena School
District, served as part-time Executive Director for many years before retiring
from school administration. He joined the MSGA full-time a few years ago and
helped guide the merger of the MSGA and the former Montana State Women’s
Golf Association. In 2022, the Montana State Senior Golf Association also
merged with the MSGA, uniting all phases of Montana amateur golf administration for the first time.
“Having all the governing bodies of Montana golf under one roof is certainly
one of the strengths (of the MSGA),” Dietzen said. “During my time helping out
with the golf association, I am most proud of the organization's work to provide
K-8 grants to schools around the state in implementing golf curriculum to PE."
Now that Dietzen is on board, one of the first priorities will be to formulate a
strategic plan for the MSGA. “We hope to roll out a new strategic plan for the
next five years this spring, and having Nick on board will allow us to move more
quickly on that,” said Opitz. “He will be a vital part in that plan.”
Dietzen’s extensive background in fund-raising, particularly in the non-profit
sector, should be an asset to the MSGA moving forward. “It’s no secret that
everything costs more money,” said Dietzen. “We have to find ways to subsidize
junior golf because that’s our future.”
Dietzen said it is because of Opitz’s leadership that the MSGA is in a strong
position to serve the game of golf. “The foundation of the organization is
strong,” he said. “The MSGA Board of Directors and Jim’s consistent leadership
have positioned the organization for future growth and there is great potential
to grow the game.”
A formal recognition of Opitz’s contributions to the MSGA is expected later this
summer at one of the major events.

Do you have a question about the World Handicap System?
Please feel free to contact us at support@msgagolf.org
or the USGA at hdcpquestions@usga.org.
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Local Qualifier Registration Now Open!
July 7, Canyon River GC, Missoula
Boys and Girls, Ages 7-15

www.drivechipandputt.com
MONTANA'S
OFF-SEASON

Montana's official golf
season for 2021 ended
October 31. The handicap system
will not allow rounds played in
Montana between November 1
and March 31 to be posted.
However, scores played where
it is in season during this time period
(ex: Arizona) are valid and should
be posted to your score record. For
a list of official seasons observed by
each Association, click here.
If you have more than one score
record, please contact us and we'll
help you merge them into one GHIN
record that is shared between your
Association memberships.

2022 MSGA Tournaments:
M&W 2 Man 4 Ball
May 21-22, Old Works GC
STATE JUNIORS
June 20-21, Laurel GC
WOMEN'S STATE, MID, & SR AM
July 14-16, Lake Hills GC
GIRLS JUNIOR AMERICAS CUP
July 26-28, Green Meadow CC
MEN'S STATE, SR, S.SR AM
July 28-30, Riverside CC
MEN'S STATE SENIORS
August 2-4, Flathead Valley area
MEN'S MID AM
August 11-13, Marias Valley GC

Position Opening Soon:
Montana State Golf Association

P.J. Boatwright Internship
Applications open until 3/1/22.

For information about the position,
and applications instructions, go to
msgagolf.org/montana-golf-careers.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

msgagolf.org/montana-golf-careers
Head Golf Course Superintendent –
Anaconda Country Club – Anaconda:
Competitive salary will be based on
experience and qualifications. Anaconda Country Club is a semi-private
9-hole regulation golf course located in
Montana that has over 300 members.
Anaconda Country Club was established
in 1915 and has an overall length is 6223
yards and has a par of 71.
For more information, click here.
Posted by MSGA 1/10/22

General Manager – River’s Bend Golf
Course – Thompson Falls, MT:
This 9-hole course is home to 100 plus
members and the premier course in
Sanders County, Montana. The course
is a favorite of vacationers and summer
residents of Sanders County. The Manager promotes the game of golf through
operational structure and programming
that provides an excellent environment
for Members and guests.
For more information, click here.
Posted by MSGA 1/12/22

Assistant Golf Professional – Bridger
Creek GC – Bozeman, MT:
Bridger Creek Golf Course is an 18
hole, privately owned, public daily fee
golf course set at the Base of the Bridger
Mountains in Bozeman, Montana.
One of the busiest courses in Montana,
both for yearly rounds and for lessons
and leagues, BCGC opened in 1994 and
was designed by MacGregor Hunter.
Daily play and getting people to the
course to enjoy a fun round with
friends and family has always been
the main focus at BCGC.
For more information, click here.
Posted by MSGA 1/12/22

BOATWRIGHT ... from page 1
handicap administration, and numerous other behind-the-scenes activities that
keep the world of golf and amateur competitions thriving, are stewarded by golf
administrators.
At the highest level, the USGA is the governing body
from which most of what we take for granted in the
golf world can be credited with. At a more local level,
your local golf professional and their staff are caretakers and promoters of golf in your neck of the woods.
Somewhere in between are allied golf associations, like
the MSGA. These associations benefit from support
provided by the USGA – including the P.J. Boatwright
Jr. Internship program.

P.J. Boatwright Jr.

Photo courtesy USGA

In Montana, we are fortunate to have a five-month, paid internship during the
heart of the golf season. The internship is open to anyone interested in learning
more about golf administration, with the goal being that some interns will be
spurred on to careers in golf.
Authoring this article, I can speak from personal experience that this internship provided me with a valuable experience in nurturing my love of golf and
becoming interested in a career in golf administration. Ten years ago, I accepted
a Boatwright Internship at the Minnesota Golf Association and, after a year of
working with a talented team of individuals, I hoped to one day have the opportunity to bring some of my experience to my home state. I am grateful to
be able to realize that dream. To date, more than 3,000 previous interns have
started their golf careers as Boatwright Interns.
Each year, the USGA welcomes interns from across the country (virtually in
2020 and 2021) to Far Hills, New Jersey, the home of the USGA Museum and
Golf House Headquarters. Over the course of an intense and educational few
days, interns learn from a wide variety of speakers with training in areas like:
the rules of golf, golf handicapping, course rating, tournament set up, and more.
While each internship is unique by geography and scope, tournament preparation, tournament administration, and post tournament work are staples. As the
USGA states: “The nature of tournament administration will test one's patience,
initiative, and decision-making abilities, as well as one's ability to endure long
hours and hard work.”
While Mr. Boatwright had an accomplished amateur playing career, winning
the Carolina Open in 1957 & 1959 and competing in four U.S. Amateurs and
the 1950 U.S. Open, he ultimately is remembered for his service with the USGA
as executive director from 1969-1980 and then as executive director of rules and
competitions for an additional decade. He was the world’s foremost authority on golf and his influence on the sport can be recognized everywhere golf is
played, even if Boatwright may not be a household name to all golfers.
If you have played in an MSGA competition over the years, you may have met
one of our interns during the summer. We appreciate their contributions and
are excited to announce that we are now accepting applications for the 2022
Boatwright Internship. Click here for a complete job description and application information, or go to msgagolf.org/montana-golf-careers.
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Remembering Christa Reisinger

Useful USGA Guide

Karen Rice, MSGA Board Member

It is with a very heavy heart I tell you that Christa Reisinger, a dear friend and
fellow golfer, passed away recently. She was a vibrant part of the MSWGA and a
champion of golf for the state. Christa served as president of the MSWGA and
was a director before we merged into the MSGA.
Christa faced a battle with cancer for several years. She had the most amazing
attitude, and beat leukemia 25 years ago as the only survivor of a (then experimental) stem cell treatment. After being cancer-free for over 20 years, it came
back about 5 years ago. Three times she was told to go get her
affairs in order, there was nothing left to do, and three times she
found something else that worked for a while. She was most
happy that she could do treatment in the warm weather climate
and actually golfed this last fall.
Though never in the championship flight at State, her smile and
attitude won her many friends. She checked up on all of us when
she became too weak to compete and gave encouraging advice, the last being,
"If you feel good and are confident, you will play well." It is good advice for all
golfers in the state who will never be champions, but enjoy the game.

Christa Reisinger

I guess this turned out to be my tribute to a woman that meant so much to my
life and was a champion in this thing called life! She loved golf and the friendships it brought. We will truly miss her.
Christa is survived by her husband Rich, daughter Andrea, and sons Vance
and Paul. She was a member of Cabinet View Golf Club in Libby and enjoyed
playing golf everywhere.
MSGA
SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATIONS

The Handicapping Reference Guide
provides new and established golfers
with what they need to know before,
during, and after a round as it relates
to handicapping.
This easy-to-read booklet also describes how to get a Handicap Index
and the basics of the Handicap Index
calculation.
For those familiar with the USGA
Handicap System, this Reference
Guide is a useful tool for learning
what has changed with the introduction of the World Handicap System.
You can view the Reference Guide
virtually by clicking here. To order
paper copies to assist in training
those new to golf, click here.

Congratulations to our NEWEST WINNERS!

JANUARY'S DRAWING:

The MSGA scholarship is awarded
to graduating seniors who have
been involved with golf, but need
not be presently participating.
It is not based on golf skill, and
is available to both boys and girls.
Applications can be downloaded
from msgagolf.org/msga-scholarship-application and must be
received no later than March 15,
2022, so mail early! Recipients will
be announced after April 25.

Wilderness Club, Eureka MT - Michele Konzen, Billings
$200 cash - Lynne Johnson, Ennis

** FEBRUARY'S TRIP PRIZE is Two Airline Tickets **

Congratulations to our newest
Ace Club Members!
Did you get a hole-in-one? Click here to see how to get
your MSGA Hole-in-One Certificate!

Robert Ouren, 4/3/21, Laurel GC, Hole #17, 144 yds, 4 Iron
Julie Finnicum, 9/25/21, Yellowstone CC, Hole #8, 102 yds, Sand Wedge
Jim Pellegrini, 6/21/21, Bill Roberts GC, Hole #4, 139 yds, 9 Iron

Have you logged in online
or with the GHIN app?
Don’t know your login?
Contact us at

support@msgagolf.org.

NEWSLETTER ARCHIVE

SUBSCRIBE
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Want to add something
to the newsletter?
Contact us at:
support@msgagolf.org
1-800-628-3752, ext 1

