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Girls Junior Americas Cup
Emily Hulsey, MSGA Handicap Administrator

A special event is coming
to Montana this summer
that we only see locally
about every 18 years…
the Girls Junior Americas Cup (GJAC). If
you’re curious about the history and
rotation of the event, click here to see
our December newsletter.
This year, Green Meadow Country Club in
Helena will be the host
site on July 26-28. It’s
a 54-hole competition with 4-person teams counting the three lowest
scores. It includes a practice round,
opening and closing ceremonies, a
tournament banquet, and a social
event. Spectators are welcome to
view the competition.
Over the next few months, the MSGA
will be highlighting past participants
and providing more information
about the upcoming event.
Hosting a JAC tournament is a considerable cost, and funded entirely
by the host team’s association. If you
would like to volunteer, please contact
mbryson327@yahoo.com. To make
a donation or organize a charity event
to help offset costs, please contact
jim@msgagolf.org or emily@msgagolf.org (if by credit card). Or, you
can call us at 1-800-628-3752. Thank
you very much for your support!
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GJAC Alumni Profile: Teigan Avery
Nick Dietzen, Incoming MSGA Executive Director

For many golfers, every round consists of 36 holes – the 18 played
on the course and the 18 played in the mind. It is that second
round, sometimes the night before or shortly after, that rarely is
a replay, but a version of what was supposed to be or what might
have been.
Teigan Avery, like many avid golfers, has learned a lot about life
through the game of golf. The lessons haven’t always come easily or been pleasant, but they have stuck with her. “Your round
might not go the way you rehearsed it in your mind, but keep
playing anyway. Some of my best rounds have come after some
poor starts,” she said, recounting her competitive playing days.

Teigan Avery
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Avery, a Kalispell native and graduate of the University of
Montana, played in the 2012-2015 GJAC competitions. She parlayed an incredible prep career at Glacier High to a U of M scholarship and competing for five
seasons in Missoula for the Grizzlies. “I am a steady golfer, there’s not a lot of
color on the scorecard usually, but sometimes there will be a really terrible first
nine and then I come back and wonder why it had to be so difficult at the start?”
Avery said.
While at Glacier High School, Avery won two AA individual state championships and finished second the other two seasons. She was victorious in 2017 at
the Montana State Women’s Amateur and has collected
myriad other trophies during her playing career.
Avery started golfing at age nine. That Christmas, her
mother, Leila, purchased golf passes to Big Mountain (now
Northern Pines) for her and her father, Jerad. “It was an
opportunity for father-daughter time. I remember on his
first drive he pulled a muscle and then decided he would
carry my clubs and let me play,” Avery said.
Teigan Avery (center)

Golf wasn’t an immediate love affair for Avery. She was
introduced on the course, not the driving range, and her ability to make solid
contact from the start resonated with her father that she was a natural. “I played
because I was good, not because I loved it. I took golf for granted during high
school and my first couple years of college. ...Continued next page
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It was a way for me to get a scholarship at first and it helped me achieve my goals academically,” Avery said.
Avery was selected as Academic All-Big Sky all five seasons in Missoula and to say she
achieved her goals would be an understatement, as her academic career resulted in being
named a Rhodes Finalist for her academic accomplishments. An economics major, Avery
was one of 16 finalists for a western region. Like many things during the pandemic, a
routine trip to meet other finalists and enjoy a trip to Seattle was cancelled. Instead, all
meetings and socializing was over Zoom. Not exactly the way things had been planned.
2015 GJAC Team Montana
“It was a great experience getting to prepare for the interviews by meeting so many professors and people on campus that I didn’t know at U of M. Breakout rooms over Zoom aren’t really the same as getting to
meet in person,” Avery lamented. During her interviews, she was grilled on a variety of topics, not only academics, but life
and, of course, her golf career.
Avery was a captain of the U of M golf team and described the unique role of leadership in a team setting for a sport
that counts individual scores: “Even though golf is an individual sport, you need a captain to guide the energy and help
everyone recognize that, if we are all doing our best, individual success isn’t a threat to others on
the team. The role is to make sure the team is getting along well and building chemistry. If we
have that and individuals have success, the team will have success and we can celebrate it,” Avery
explained.
Avery’s leadership was evident as she succeeded both on the course and in the classroom. She
credits her golf habits as enhancing her educational success. “Golf has helped me with academics
a lot. I looked at it like a competition. Like with the Rhodes process, my goal was to leave it all
out there in the interview and perform the best I could. Golf requires so much resiliency, it was
tremendously helpful to learn how to pivot and put in hard work and grind. Delayed gratification.
Golf is so time consuming, there is no other way to succeed [than to put the time in] – same is
true with academics. It all pays off eventually. Golf helped me recognize that.”
2015 GJAC Team Montana

The resiliency required in golf was tested significantly as Avery was diagnosed in 2018 with cancer
and had half of her thyroid surgically removed. Thankfully, the remaining half is functioning well and she has been cancer
free for over three years. “It was really tough to go through. I didn’t know anyone my age in that situation and then my
teammate, Kylie Esh, was in the same situation [Kylie has also successfully overcome
cancer]. We learned a lot from one another through our struggle.”
It was after her cancer diagnosis that Avery reflected more about golf ’s role in her life,
not only her past, but her future. “There was a point where I had to envision what life
would be like without golf. In golf, you have to play it as it lies and deal with what is
in front of you. If you have a good lie or a bad lie you need to keep going. I grew to
love it and became more grateful for having played,” Avery said.
Avery (U of M) and Schulz (MSU)
In 2019, Teigan lost her father. The man was gone who had introduced her to the
game, carried her clubs, and encouraged her as a junior. “After my dad died, it was really hard to go to practice. I played
golf because of my dad – he identified my ability – and all I wanted to do was hang out, and instead we would go and practice. He knew when I was younger that I had a future in golf,” Avery said.

Jerad Avery’s passing in the winter of 2019, when the collegiate golf season was on hiatus, allowed for some time away
and grieving, but getting back into competition was predictably difficult. On March 12, 2020, Teigan resumed collegiate
competition and parred the first hole. “After I putted out, I started sobbing. My coach consoled me. It was just so much.
I proceeded to shoot 48 on that 9. Then on the back 9, I turned it on and shot 38. It was classic Teigan golf. I told myself I
had rebounded and that it’s all going to be okay,” Avery said.
Little did Avery know that the second round of the tournament would be cancelled due to COVID-19’s emergence and,
thus, the spring season was also cancelled. As was becoming a theme, her senior year was not going ...Continued next page
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according to the way she thought it
would. Thankfully, due to the unforeseen circumstances, the NCAA
granted athletes an additional year to
compete. Essentially, a makeup year
was available and Avery was grateful
for the opportunity. During the additional year she was able to concurrently finish out her collegiate career,
while taking the next step of her
academic journey.
Avery finished out her playing career
on a high note with her top finish
(T30) of the season coming at the season’s last event, the Big Sky Conference Championship. She is now set to
finish up her last semester of graduate
studies with her Masters in Economics. “It’s tough not being a college
athlete. There’s a saying that every
athlete dies twice. Once on their final
day and once when they hang up their
jersey for the last time.”
Despite the immense challenges and
heartache of the past several years,
Avery is quick to turn her attention
for all that she is thankful for – most
importantly how important her family
has been. Last fall, her brother, Tyler,
caddied for her at the Labor Day Golf
Tournament in Butte where she was
victorious, and the time spent with
him and her mother is the time she
cherishes most. “They deserve a lot
of credit for helping motivate me and
support me during the down times.
They’re both amazing people,” Avery
said. Tyler has one more high school
golf season at Glacier High School
and Teigan plans to spend lots of time
with family in addition to her thesis
writing duties. Things are looking up.
“I want people to know you can have
really bad things happen to you in life
and still achieve. Golf has helped me
prepare, and every event has prepared
me for the next. Learning to compete, learning to deal with failure and
success, is a nice contained way to
practice for life.”

New GHIN App Feature: Push Notifications
Emily Hulsey, MSGA Handicap and Website Administrator

In the next week or two, you will see a new message
when you open the GHIN Mobile App. You will be
asked if you would like to allow automated delivery
(or push notifications) of 3 types of messages:
1) Handicap Index Updated:
Delivered each time your Handicap Index is updated. If you click on the message, it opens your
home page.
2) Score Edited or Deleted:
Delivered each time a score is edited or deleted by
an Admin. Clicking on the message opens your
score history page.
3) Profile Updated:
Delivered when an update is made to your GHIN
Profile (name, address, email, etc) by an Admin.
Clicking on the message opens your Profile page.
Notifications will only be delivered between 8 am
and 5 pm, user's time. Any messages outside of this timeframe are delivered at
8 am the following morning.
The initial request will be to allow all 3 types of notifications. Once you "allow",
you can modify this if you don't want all of them. In the app, from the menu,
go to "My Profile", then "Notification Settings" and turn off those you choose. If
you don't initially allow them, you can do so later in this same settings screen.
However, iOS users will need to take the extra step of also going to their phone
settings, then the GHIN Mobile App settings to allow notifications again.
This feature will be enabled when the GHIN app automatically updates in the
next week or two. If you don't see it by mid-March, you can try a manual update instead.
ATTENTION SENIORS:

2022 MSGA Tournaments:

State Seniors Tournament
Registration Information

M&W 2 Man 4 Ball
May 21-22, Old Works GC

The 2022 event will be played in the
Flathead Valley on August 2-4, at
Whitefish Lake GC, Meadow Lake
GC, and Buffalo Hill GC.

STATE JUNIORS
June 20-21, Laurel GC

Online registration is encouraged
and will open May 1 at http://www.
msgagolf.org/apply-for-state-tournament. There will also be an
option to download a form to mail
with payment. Former MSSGA
members will receive a letter in
late February that explains the
new registration process.
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WOMEN'S STATE, MID, & SR AM
July 14-16, Lake Hills GC
GIRLS JUNIOR AMERICAS CUP
July 26-28, Green Meadow CC
MEN'S STATE, SR, S.SR AM
July 28-30, Riverside CC
MEN'S STATE SENIORS
August 2-4, Flathead Valley area
MEN'S MID AM
August 11-13, Marias Valley GC

2022 Drive, Chip, and Putt Registration Open
Drive, Chip, and Putt was created by the USGA, Masters Tournament, and PGA of America to introduce
more youth to golf in a fun and welcoming environment. The initiative is open to any boy or girl between
the ages of 7-15. Focused on learning and mastering the three basic skills in golf, the free program can be
accessed in all 50 states. Montana's local qualifier is July 7th, held at Canyon River Golf Club in Missoula.
To register interested juniors, click here.
Local qualifying begins in May at more than 350 sites nationally, the most in the event’s eight-year history, and will continue
throughout the summer. Entrants will play in girls’ and boys’
divisions in four age categories, with scoring centered around skill development in
driving, chipping, and putting.
Online registration makes it easy for parents to sign up their child and find a local
qualifier near them. No golf experience is required to participate. For more information and other qualifiying sites, go to drivechipputt.com.
Top performers at the local level will advance through subregional and regional qualifiers in July/August and September/
October, respectively. This season’s 10 regional hosts feature several USGA and PGA Championship sites, including two
major championship venues in 2023. The list includes Scioto Country Club, TPC Boston, Castle Pines Golf Club, Oak
Hill Country Club, Pebble Beach Golf Links, Desert Mountain Club, Medinah Country Club, Champions Golf Club, The
Bear’s Club, and Quail Hollow Club.
From these qualifiers, 80 finalists – 40 boys and 40 girls – will earn an invitation to compete in the National Finals at Augusta National Golf Club on Sunday, April 2, the eve of the 2023 Masters Tournament. Qualifiers are conducted by all 41
sections of the PGA of America across the country. The first events slated for the May 1 local qualifying kickoff will take
place at Duran Golf Club in Viera, Florida, and Ridgecrest Golf Club in Nampa, Idaho.
The full breakdown and schedule of 2023 Drive, Chip and
Putt qualifying is as follows:
Local (May/June/July/August): More than 350 host sites
throughout all 50 states. No more than 3 juniors advance in each
age/gender category from every venue.
Subregional (July/August): 61 host sites in more than 30 states;
2 juniors advance in each age/gender category from every venue.
Regional (September/October): 10 host sites in 10 regions;
1 junior advances in each age/gender category from every venue.
National Finals (April 2, 2023): 80 total participants at Augusta
National Golf Club.

The regional qualifying events in September and October
of this year are set to take place at 10 host sites on the following dates:

Site of six USGA championships, including three U.S. Opens; and
host of three PGA Championships, the 1995 Ryder Cup and two
KitchenAid Senior PGA Championships. Oak Hill will also host
the 2023 PGA Championship.
Sunday, September 25 | Pebble Beach Golf Links
Site of 13 USGA championships, including six U.S. Opens, and
the future site of the 2023 U.S. Women’s Open and 2027 U.S.
Open; and host of the 1977 PGA Championship.
Sunday, September 25 | Desert Mountain
Site of the 2015 and 2016 Senior PGA’s season-ending Charles
Schwab Cup.
Saturday, October 1 | Medinah Country Club
Site of four USGA championships, including three U.S. Opens;
and host of two PGA Championships and the 2012 Ryder Cup.
Sunday, October 2 | Champions Golf Club
Site of five USGA championships including the 1969 U.S. Open;
and host of the 1967 Ryder Cup.

Saturday, September 10 | Scioto Country Club
One of four courses to host the U.S. Open (1926), Ryder Cup
(1931), PGA Championship (1950) and U.S. Amateur Championship (1968). Also hosted two U.S. Senior Opens (1986, 2016).

Sunday, October 2 | The Bear’s Club
Founded Dec, 31, 1999 by Jack and Barbara Nicklaus.
DATE TBA | Quail Hollow Club
Site of the 2017 PGA Championship and the host of the 2025
PGA Championship.

Saturday, September 17 | TPC Boston
Host of The Northern Trust PGA Tour playoff event in 2020.
Sunday, September 18| Castle Pines Golf Club
Host of The International on the PGA Tour for 21 years.

For more information about Drive, Chip and Putt, including official rules, please visit DriveChipandPutt.com.

Sunday, September 18 | Oak Hill Country Club
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES

Congratulations to our newest
Ace Club Member!

msgagolf.org/montana-golf-careers
Assistant Golf Professional – Larchmont Golf Course – Missoula MT:

Did you get a hole-in-one? Click here to see how to get
your MSGA Hole-in-One Certificate!

Colin Jensen, 7/24/21, Hilands GC, Hole #3, 145 yds, 7 Iron

Congratulations to our NEWEST WINNERS!

FEBRUARY'S DRAWING:
Two Airline Tickets - Shari Goodmanson, Missoula
$200 cash - Karen Rogers, Billings

** MARCH'S TRIP PRIZE is Santa Fe, New Mexico **

The PGA Junior
League is a

MONTANA'S
OFF-SEASON
Montana's official golf
season for 2021 ended
October 31. The handicap system
will not allow rounds played in
Montana between November 1
and March 31 to be posted.

fun and social
opportunity for
boys and girls,
ages 17 and under, to learn and
enjoy the game of golf from
PGA Professionals. Like many other
recreational youth sports, participants wear numbered jerseys and
play on teams with friends. All skill
levels are welcome, and no prior golf
experience is required to participate
in the program. Two age divisions
are included: 13u and 17u.

Click here to search for a
program in your area, and register
your son or daughter today!

However, scores played where
it is in season during this time period
(ex: Arizona) are valid and should
be posted to your score record. For
a list of official seasons observed by
each Association, click here.
If you have more than one score
record, please contact us and we'll
help you merge them into one GHIN
record that is shared between your
Association memberships.

Have you logged in online
or with the GHIN app?
Don’t know your login?
Contact us at

support@msgagolf.org.

Larchmont Golf Course is an 18-hole
public golf course located in the heart
of Missoula. It is one of the busiest golf
courses in Montana with a variety of
leagues, tournaments, Junior golf clinics,
and lessons to keep you busy.
Primary Responsibilities: Assist Head
Professional/General Manager with staff
training and supervision of shop and
outside staff, assist Head Professional
from start to finish in running leagues/
tournaments, assist in developing all
Junior Golf Programs at Larchmont
Golf Course, help manage the day to day
opening and closing of golf operations.
For more information, click here.
Posted by MSGA 2/21/22

Head Golf Professional – Old Works
Golf Course – Anaconda MT
The Head Golf Professional assists
the General Manager in managing all
aspects of the daily operations at Old
Works Golf Course. This includes the
hiring, training and managing of service
staff including outside service, bartenders and food servers. Success in this role
will be measured by providing excellent
service to the members while helping to
grow membership and program activity.
This is a year-round position that is paid
all 12 months. The Head Golf Professional must have excellent interpersonal
skills, as he/she will interact with guests
on a daily basis as well as manage a limited number of outside events including
golf tournaments and other events.
For more information, click here.
Posted by MSGA 2/23/22

Do you have a question about the World Handicap System?
Please feel free to contact us at support@msgagolf.org
or the USGA at hdcpquestions@usga.org.

NEWSLETTER ARCHIVE

SUBSCRIBE
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Want to add something
to the newsletter?
Contact us at:
support@msgagolf.org
1-800-628-3752, ext 1

