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October Tournaments

October 3
Oktoberfest

Old Works GC (Anaconda)
October 3

Oktoberfest Ironman Open
Big Sky Resort GC (Big Sky)

October 3
World’s Hardest

Eagle Bend GC (Big Fork)
October 4

Backwards Mixer
Buffalo Hill GC (Kalispell)

October 4
Oktoberfest

Livingston GC (Livingston)
October 4

Oktoberfest
Marias Valley GC (Shelby)

October 4
Red, White, and Blue

Bridger Creek GC (Bozeman)
October 4

World’s Toughest GC
Polson Bay GC (Polson)

October 5
PNWPGA (WMC) Championship

Village Greens GC (Kalispell)
October 11

Tailgate
Old Works GC (Anaconda)

October 18
Iron Man 2 Person Scramble
Bridger Creek GC (Bozeman)

Fall already?  Where did the summer go?  The falling leaves 
remind us that the end of Montana’s official golf season is fast 
approaching!  As a reminder, even if the weather stays nice for 
awhile, any rounds played in Montana between November 1 and 
March 31 are unofficial scores and shouldn’t be posted to your re-
cord.  If you forget and post them anyway, they’ll show in red and 
will not count toward the official handicap calculation.  

  
However, for you snowbirds out there, if the Association where you 
play is in its official season, your score counts!  Make sure you 
post it to your Montana record.  You can do this by either logging 
into your MSGA account, using the MSGA smartphone app, or by 
linking your in and out-of-state memberships together.  If you need 
help or more information about any of these options, please feel free 
to contact me at golf@montana.net.  

Handicap revisions continue every 2 weeks during the 
off-season to accommodate those playing out-of-state.  
The 2016 season starts up on April 1st.

The revival of the MSGA Hole-In-One Certificates this 
season was a smashing success!  We issued quite a number this year, even a few 
retroactively.  If you got a hole-in-one this season, or in recent year’s past, and 
still know the criteria needed, please feel free to submit your request.  Go to the 
MSGA Website (www.msgagolf.org), then click on Golfer Tools and Hole-In-One 
Certificates for more information.  Your success is celebrated on the MSGA web-
site and in this newsletter, along with a printable certificate suitable for framing.

And, a special thanks to all who played in the MSGA vTour Series this season!  
The prize format seemed well accepted, and with 3 more events added, to total 
6, it gave everyone more chances to play and win!  Congrats to the Grand Prize 
winners, drawn from a pool of ballots collected from the Top 20 of each event.  
The better you played, the more ballots you received.  Look for more great prizes 
next season!  All ages and levels of ability can play.

Remember, the MSGA website and this newsletter continue with updates even 
during the off-season.  And, my office is always open if you need help.

Look for more tips and information each month!  You can contact Emily at golf@montana.net. 

Time to Wrap Things Up For the Season!
Emily Hulsey, MSGA Handicap and Website Coordinator

Support Junior Golf!
Proceeds from MSGA Specialty Plates are used to 

help support Junior Golf Programs in Montana.



MSGA Points Race Heats Up
George Geise, MSGA Board Member
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Rock Creek Cattle Company Makes Golf Magazine’s Top 100
Nick Dietzen, MSGA Communications Director

Another accolade was bestowed upon Rock Creek Cattle Company as the picturesque course located in 
Deer Lodge (or near, depending on your perspective) was named a newcomer to Golf Magazine’s Top 100 
Courses in the United States.

The Tom Doak layout not only cracked the Top 100, but came in at #61, ahead of well-known and beloved 
tracks like Torrey Pines South, Olympia Fields, Hazeltine National (site of next year’s Ryder Cup), and 
Chambers Bay, fresh off hosting the 2015 U.S. Open.

A 30,000-acre working ranch in the southwestern part of the state surrounds Rock Creek. 
Registering at 7,466-yards, the par-71 layout boasts impressive hole constructions as well as 
a magnificent panorama at a 4,500-foot plus elevation.

Golf Magazine’s inclusion adds to an impressive list of nods from other publications.  Golf 
Digest ranked Rock Creek #113 on its list of America’s 200 Greatest Courses.  Golfweek had 
it #17 on its Top 100 Modern Courses list, as well as getting the #2 nod for Best Residential 
Golf Courses.

MSGA Board Member George Geise was fortunate enough to play golf at the Rock Creek recently, and he now under-
stands why the rankings have been fast and furious.  “If a member offers to sponsor a round at the hilly, scenic course, in 
the shadow of the Pintlar Range, I would heartily recommend accepting the offer,” he said.

The Rock Creek Cattle Company is a private facility with about 200 members, most of them from out-of-state.

Rock Creek Cattle Company, Hole #8

Strong performances at September tournaments boosted Spen-
cer Williams of Helena and Brian Beach of Missoula into the top 
four in the MSGA’s two-year points race.

Williams, the former Great Falls star who won his second State 
Mid-Amateur title in August, also claimed the amateur division 
at the annual Gallatin Valley Open on September 12-13.  He 

shot a 36-hole score of 4-under-par 140 at Cottonwood Hills Golf Course, and 
he now has 330 points, good for third place in the MSGA race.  

While Williams was prevailing in Gallatin County, Beach was burning up the 
layout at Larchmont Golf Course in his hometown of Missoula on September 
11-13.  Beach, who splits time between Missoula and California, became the 
first amateur champion of the Montana Open when he fired a 54-hole score of 
204, 12 under par.  His total included a superb 63 in the second round, which 
moved him into fourth place in the points race with 300 points.  
 
Williams and Beach trail leaders Ryan Porch of Kalispell (585) and Ryggs John-
ston of Libby (425) in the two-year cycle.  Porch, who plays at the University of 
Idaho, wouldn’t be eligible to represent Montana at the USGA Team Champi-
onships in September of 2016 since he competes in college.  Johnston is a high 
school freshman in Libby and likely would be eligible to represent his state next 
fall.  

Both Williams and Beach have competed at the USGA Team Championships in 
previous years.  A full list of points can be found at www.msgagolf.org.

The Last Best Place
PARTICIPATION PRIZES:

Loren Hanni, Highland View GC
Pete Boehm, Larchmont GC

Bob Stansberry, Bill Roberts GC
Fred Schweitzer, Cottonwood Hills GC

Robin Allen, Whitefish Lake GC
Ruthann Duperron, Larchmont GC

Jori Nebel, Anaconda Hills GC
Marina Ramias, Village Greens GC

Kathy Humphrey, Madison Meadows
Sue Matson, Laurel GC

2015 vTour GRAND PRIZE 
Drawing Winners:

Perry Hawbaker, Butte CC
Julia Jones, Stock Farm Club

Each won a Sync Golf Bag and Reflex 
Push Cart from Sun Mountain Sports.

Congratulations!

Registration for the next vTour       
Series begins April 2016... 

FOR A CHANCE TO WIN MORE 
GREAT PRIZES!
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September Tournament Roundup
Nick Dietzen, MSGA Communications Director

A father-son duo took home individual titles during the month of September, as Peter and Sean Benson of Billings 
claimed victories in the Yellowstone County Amateur (Hilands Golf Club) and the Labor Day Classic (Butte Country 
Club), respectively.

Peter’s 74-75-149 total bested Marcus Drange by two shots to win at the annual Billings championship 
for the second consecutive year.  Last year, Peter edged out his son at their home course of Briarwood.  

Sean, a freshman at Montana Tech, started his collegiate career off in style, as he 
earned medalist honors at the non-Frontier Conference Labor Day Classic in Butte.  
The lefty’s game was taken to the limit by Josh Walsh of Butte, who lost out to Benson 
in a playoff for the title at the annual three-day tournament, which was shortened to 
two days due to heavy rains preceding the first round.  The competitive field saw Ben-
son and Walsh fire 74-67-141 (+1) just ahead of Helena’s Brady Kirkeby and Libby’s 
Jim Mee. 

The popular Butte Tournament held at Butte Country Club additionally has a team component, as play-
ers are randomly assigned to teams and compete in addition to their individual efforts.  Team No. 4 and 

Team No. 7 tied for the team title at 126.  Team No. 4 was made up of Gabe Gaudreau, Phil Owens, Tom Roberts, Kyle 
Thomas, Len Piercy, Bob Slaven, Leighton Lindsay, and Mike Jaeger.  Team No. 7 included Matt Pokorny, Ben Kaul, Brian 
McNabb, Joe Little, Charlie Field, Bob Dumezich, Dylan Anderson, and Link Derek.

Iron Horse golf professional Ryan Malby had an impressive showing at the Pacific Northwest Section 
Championship.  Malby’s 7th place finish in the PNWPGA tournament at Canyon River Golf Club in 
Missoula qualified him for the National Club Professional Championship next year in New York where 
the top-20 finishers will qualify for the PGA Championship.  Other Montana professionals who com-
peted:  T26 - Jacob Wilson (Hamilton GC), T32 – Greg Morris (Iron Horse GC), T37 - Scott Longnecker 

(Bill Roberts GC), T42 – Tyler Martin (Whitefish Lake GC), T45 – Jess Roper (Village 
Greens GC), T47 – David Owens (Hamilton GC) and Connor Sproull (Missoula CC).

At the Montana Open (Larchmont Golf Course), Brian Beach wins with a 54-hole score 
of 204, 12 under par.  Taylor Ratliff of Fairfield was runner-up at the Open in the amateur division with a 
score of 210.

Yellowstone County Men's Amateur at Hilands Golf Club
Peter Benson, 74-75-149, Marcus Drange, 71-80-151, Joe Zieske, 79-74-153, Garrett Woodin, 72-83-155, 
Liam Clancy, 77-78-155.

2015 Miller Lite Labor Day Classic at Butte Country Club
Sean Benson , 74-67-141*, Josh Walsh, 74-67-141, Brady Kirkeby, 68-74-142, Jim Mee, 71-71-142, Bennett Macintyre, 
74-69-143, Mike Mattson, 70-73-143, Tod Fitterer, 75-69-144, Ross Bartell, 74-71-145, Connor Hausauer, 72-73-145, Josh 
Gold, 72-74-146

PNW Section PGA Professional Championship at Canyon River Golf Club
Tim Feenstra, 72-68-66-206, Brian Thornton, 68-67-71-206, Clint Ables, 72-67-69-208, Brian Nosler, 68-70-70-208, Tony 
Robydek, 71-69-71-211, Jason Aichele, 71-68-72-211, Ryan Malby, 71-69-72-212, Lon Hinkle, 71-69-73-213, Jason Pitt, 
68-72-73-213, Ryan Benzel, 74-70-70-214, Koll Farman, 69-71-74-214

Montana Open at Larchmont Golf Course
Brian Beach, Missoula, 70-63-71-204; Chris Dompier, Marana, AZ, 67-66-72-205; Jim Mee, Libby, 70-66-69-205; Scott 
Foster, Anthem, AZ, 69-67-72-208; Corey Prugh, Spokane, 71-70-67-208; Taylor Ratliff, Fairfield, 68-69-73-210; David 
Owens, Missoula, 75-72-64-211; Matt Bunn, Hayden Lake, ID, 71-71-70-212; Ryan Malby, Kalispell, 71-73-68-212; Con-
nor Sproull, Missoula, 74-70-69-213

Brian Beach

Ryan Malby

Peter Benson

Sean Benson
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GB&I RECLAIMS WALKER CUP IN RECORD FASHION

Great Britain and Ireland (GB&I) continued its home success and defeated the United States of 
America, 16½-9½, Sunday in the 45th Walker Cup Match at Royal Lytham & St. Annes Golf 
Club. 

“I’m delighted with the victory,” said GB&I captain Nigel Edwards.  “We had a very strong front and we have strength 
throughout the team.  I said last night to the team that as long as the lads keep doing what they have been doing all week, 
playing their own games, their short games are fantastic, which is probably what has given us the edge.  Some of the bun-
ker shots have been exceptional but also the standard of play here has been fantastic.”

Edwards, captain in 2011, 2013, and 2015, has two Match victories to his credit in 
addition to his play on two Match-winning teams in four appearances.  England’s 
Jimmy Mullen, who paced GB&I with a perfect 4-0 mark, led the team’s afternoon 
domination of singles matches in which they won five, halved three, and lost just 
two.  England’s Ashley Chesters, 26, the oldest GB&I player (3½) and Cormac 
Sharvin of Ireland (3) were the other GB&I point leaders.

“It doesn’t matter if I won all of my games as long as the team won was the main 
thing,” said Mullen, who made the cut at the 2013 Open Championship at Muir-
field and the Round of 16 at the 2014 U.S. Amateur at Atlanta Athletic Club.  “To 

win all of my games was just the icing on the cake.”  Paul Casey and Luke Donald are among the small group of GB&I 
players who have posted 4-0 records in a single Match.

College All-Americans Bryson DeChambeau, of Clovis, CA, the 2015 U.S. Amateur and NCAA Division I men’s individ-
ual champion, and Beau Hossler, of Mission Viejo, CA, were the only USA players to score victories in the Sunday singles 
matches.  Hossler (3), DeChambeau (2½), and Robby Shelton (2), of Wilmer, AL, were the top point-scorers for the USA.

“I don’t think we handed them anything.  I think they went out and played well, very well, and they won it,” said USA cap-
tain John “Spider” Miller.  “I’d feel bad if we were three-putting and giving them holes.  I think our guys played well.  They 
just played very well.  They outplayed us and earned it.”

In the morning foursomes, GB&I extended its overnight lead from 7-5 to 10-6 by winning three of the four matches for 
the second consecutive day.  GB&I has now won five of the last six Matches contested on its ‘home’ soil, dating back to 
1999.  The only U.S. win in that stretch was 2007 at Royal County Down in Northern Ireland.  With the GB&I victory, the 
two teams have now split the 14 Matches since 1989, 7-7.  Before 1987, the USA dominated the series with 28-2-1 mark.
The winning margin is the largest for GB&I since the Walker Cup began in 1922.

The Walker Cup Match is a biennial 10-man amateur team competition between a team composed of players from Great 
Britain & Ireland and the USA.  It is played over two days with 18 singles matches and eight foursomes matches.  The USA 
leads the overall series 35-9-1.

The 2017 Walker Cup Match will be played September 9-10 at The Los Angeles (CA) Country Club.

Congratulations to our newest 
Ace Club Members!

Did you get a hole-in-one?  Go to www.msgagolf.org to see how 
to get your MSGA Hole-in-One Certificate!

Steve Piper, 9/24/15, Cottonwood Hills GC, Hole #17, 105 yds, 8 Iron
Mary Kay Prindiville, 9/17/15, Whitefish Lake, Hole #6 N, 114 yds, 8 Iron
Justin McManus, 9/13/15, Larchmont GC, Hole #14, 154 yds, 52 Deg. W.
Tammy Fish, 9/7/15, Meadow Lark GC, Hole #16, 150 yds, Driver Brush up on your golf etiquette!

msgagolf.org/golfer-tools/golf-etiquette-101

Great Britain and Ireland Team
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USGA WOMEN’S STATE TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP RECAP

The USGA conducts the USGA Women’s State Team Championship on a biennial basis.  It is 
open to teams of three players from the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico.  
This year’s field featured teams from 49 states and the District of Columbia – Vermont and 
Puerto Rico were not represented.  Eighteen holes of stroke play were conducted over three days, with the two lowest 
scores of the three individuals counting as the team’s score for the round.  The field was cut to the top-21 teams following 
the second round.

Montana Team Summary:
Montana’s team of Cathie Williamson (Great Falls), Katy Peterson (Bozeman), and Rosalie Meltzer (Mis-
soula) did not qualify for the final round, finishing with a two-day total of 329 (+41).  Sue Peterson (Glen-
dive) was the non-competing captain.  Cathie Williamson 81-73-154, Katelyn Peterson 86-89-175, Rosalie 
Meltzer 97-110-207

After chasing Florida since the first round, Georgia rallied to win its fourth USGA Women’s State Team 
Championship, by three strokes, in the 11th edition of the biennial team championship conducted on 
the par-72, 6,203-yard Dalhousie Golf Club course.  All three Georgia players – Lauren Lightfritz, Emilie 

Meason, and Margaret Shirley – contributed to Georgia’s winning 54-hole score of 4-over 436.

“It’s always a dream to win a USGA championship, and to be able to win it as a team is really, really special,” said reign-
ing U.S. Women’s Mid-Amateur champion Margaret Shirley, 29, of Atlanta.  “It’s a pretty golf course, but it’s a tough golf 
course, and it’s one that if you make small mistakes, you’re going to pay bigtime for it.  The wind was just swirling every-
where [Saturday], and it made little mistakes come up, but we hung in there.”

Though Florida set the championship’s 36-hole team scoring record, the Sunshine State returned a total of 7-over 439, 
followed by a surging Pennsylvania at 12-over 444.  The Keystone State bettered its second round score by seven strokes 
thanks to a round-leading 1-under 71 by Brynn Walker, 17, of St. Davids, one of only two players under par during the 
final round.  Shannon Johnson, 32, of Foxborough, MA, also finished at 1-under 71 Saturday, helping the recreational ice 
hockey player set the championship’s 54-hole scoring record with an overall 4-under 212 to earn medalist honors.  John-
son’s score helped Massachusetts to fourth place at 14-over 446, and Virginia rounded out the top five at 15-over 447.

“You can’t spot a team like Georgia five [strokes],” said reinstated amateur and 
2015 Florida Mid-Amateur champion Tara Joy-Connelly, 42, of Palm Beach 
Gardens.  “It’s not going to happen for you when that happens.”  Joy-Connelly and 
four-time U.S. Women’s Mid-Amateur champion Meghan Stasi, both of whom 
represented Florida in 2013, returned 6-over 78s.  Kendall Griffin, 16, of Sebring, 
added a non-counting 7-over 79.  All three posted their high score of the champi-
onship on Saturday.

“It was intense,” said Meason, 24, of Atlanta, about being grouped with Florida.  
“They kept with us the entire day, and I guess it was good for us to kind of see 
where we stood.  They struggled a little bit, but it was good to play against some 
competitive people, and it only made us stronger.”

The Peach State’s youngest player, Lighfritz, 17, of Suwanee, contributed a 3-over 
75, to combine with Meason’s 4-over 76 in the team’s comeback, while Shirley 
added a non-scoring 77.  Lightfritz’s third birdie, on the par-4 17th hole, all but 
sealed the deal for Georgia Saturday.  “I just wanted to stay determined and do 
something for the team because my past two scores didn’t count, so I fought to 
stay focused and was able to put it together,” said Lightfritz, the reigning Georgia 
Girls’ champion.  “I started out with a couple birdies, but then I followed them up 
with bogeys.  But 17 was definitely the turning point.  I just felt determined and 
wanted to do something, so I did.”

Do you want to see
something in the newsletter?

Contact Nick Dietzen at:
ndietzen@gmail.com

(406) 459-3459

Cathie Williamson


