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April 1st Kicks Off Montana's Official Golf Season
Nick Dietzen, Incoming MSGA Executive Director

Montanans understand seasons... with the vast array of recreation 
opportunities, some year-round, and others weather dependent.  
But some groups, like hunters, understand the calen-
dar can dictate the “season” and those folks eagerly 
await opening day.

For golfers in Montana, the weather varies, and some courses have 
been open for two weeks or more during March.  Officially though, 
the golf season kicks off April 1st and concludes October 31st.

If you’ve been golfing already, then why is April 1st our “open-
ing day”, you might ask?  The reason is handicap season.  Scores 
may be entered for golfers in Montana only during this April-October timeline.  
There are sensible reasons for this, notably that the uniformity of playing condi-
tions that can occur during the off-season would not yield scores that reflect the 
actual season.  With a strong tee and a hammer in January,   ...Continued next page

State Tournament Applications are Open!
Emily Hulsey, MSGA Handicap Administrator

Tournament applications opened April 1st!  You can apply online 
or download an application at msgagolf.org/apply-for-state-tour-
nament or msgagolf.org/state-junior-championship. 

If you registered in the MSGA Tournament Directory last year, you 
can simply login where indicated to apply for a tournament online.  

Otherwise, there are registration instructions listed.  The Men's and Women's 
Amateur events with 3 divisions are applied for in 
the same form, where you then select the division.  
The State Juniors Championship will have its Dis-
trict Qualifiers between June 1-16.  Be sure to sign 
up early as the deadlines have changed.  

State Seniors Applications will open May 1st.  
Former MSSGA members will receive an email 
or letter this week outlining the new registration 
process.  There are also instructions on the tourna-
ment application page.  If you have any questions, 
please contact us at support@msgagolf.org.

4/02/2022
One Club Open

Eaglerock GC (Billings)
4/07/2022

North Toole County Golf
Marias Valley G&CC (Shelby)

4/09/2022
Master's Fun Day

Polson Bay GC (Polson)
4/16/2022

Member/Member/Guest
Laurel GC (Laurel)

4/18/2022
Senior Interclub

Yellowstone CC (Billings)
4/18/2022 - 4/19/2022

RMSPGA (YC) Pro-Pro
Hilands GC (Billings)

4/24/2022
Spring Kickoff

Laurel GC (Laurel)
4/24/2022 - 4/26/2022

PNWPGA Match Play Championship
Meadow Lark CC (Great Falls)

4/25/2022
RMSPGA (YC) Pro-Am
Hilands GC (Billings)

4/25/2022
Senior Interclub

Laurel GC (Laurel)
4/28/2022

St. Regis High School Tourney
Trestle Creek GC (St. Regis)

4/29/2022 - 5/01/2022
Lake City Open

Polson Bay GC (Polson)

April Tournaments

STATE FOUR BALL
May 21-22, Old Works GC

STATE JUNIORS (After qualifiers)
June 20-21, Laurel GC

WOMEN'S STATE/MID/SR AM
July 14-16, Lake Hills GC

MEN'S STATE/SR/S.SR AM
July 28-30, Riverside CC

MEN'S STATE SENIORS
August 2-4, Flathead Valley area

MEN'S MID AM
August 11-13, Marias Valley GC

Click here to donate
to the MSGA. 

Your donations help          
support junior programs    

and our mission to serve the game of golf in 
Montana.  Thank you for your support!

http://www.msgagolf.org
http://www.msgagolf.org/apply-for-state-tournament
http://www.msgagolf.org/apply-for-state-tournament
http://msgagolf.org/state-junior-championship
mailto:support%40msgagolf.org?subject=
http://www.msgagolf.org/tournament-calendar
http://www.msgagolf.org/tournament-calendar
http://www.msgagolf.org/give-now
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SEASON ... from previous page
you might be able to tee it up from time to time, but your drive might go an 
extra 50 yards on frozen ground.  There are a myriad reasons why it is what it 
is in Montana, but let’s focus on present day – you’ve waited, and the season 
is here!

First off, the MSGA would like to encourage golfers of all ability levels to sign up 
for a Handicap Index® either at their local course, online at msgagolf.org/join-
the-msga, or if you’re more nomadic with your playing habits, 
there are regional MSGA eclubs and a USGA/Montana club.

Why get a Handicap Index®?  It provides every golfer – regard-
less of age, gender, or skill level – with a universal measure of 
playing ability under the World Handicap System™.  A Handi-
cap Index® allows you to:  play (or compete) with any golfer on 
a fair and equitable basis; track your personal progress and gain insights into 
your unique game; compete in events requiring a Handicap Index® (such as any 
MSGA events), and eliminate the guesswork in determining the appropriate set 
of tees to play to enjoy your round.

But wait, there’s more… signing up for a Handicap Index® provides you with an 
MSGA Membership.  Being a member automatically gives you:  daily Handicap 
Index® revisions and bi-monthly emails, which include your score record and 
the MSGA Newsletter; access to the GHIN® mobile app with free stat tracking, 
GPS, and other useful features; eligibility to participate in state and regional 

tournaments; and a free copy of the USGA Rules 
of Golf (upon request) with a free mobile app for 
download.  Additionally, your membership supports 
golf in Montana in a variety of ways:  a free Handi-
cap Index® for junior golfers (18 & under); Course 
Rating™ services to MSGA member clubs; MSGA 
State Tournaments, the Montana Cup, and the 

MSGA Hall of Fame; Rules education and Rules officials for events; support for 
Peaks and Prairies Education for greenskeepers; scholarships and Junior Grant 
Programs that provide access to youth golfers; and a part of your membership 
fee goes back to support your local club!

Once you’ve renewed or signed up for your Handicap Index®, there are a few 
housekeeping items to remember.  First, if you played out of state this winter, 
in a location where your round was in-season (ex: Arizona, California, Florida, 
Texas, etc.), your scores are legal and must be posted to your Montana record 
(click here to see all association seasons).  To make your record as accurate 
as possible, you should enter the dates of the rounds you played.  If you have 
relocated, we can import or link your former record.  If you have more than one 
association membership, you should have just one GHIN®#/score record which 
you will share between your memberships.  If you need your records merged, or 
have any questions, please contact us and we would be glad to assist you.
  
Whether you’ve been a member for a long time or are signing up for the first 
time, please remember to post your score immediately after your round, or be-
fore the end of the day.  The more recent switch to the World Handicap System™ 
brought daily revisions, as opposed to the more traditional bi-monthly revision.  
Entering your scores is convenient and easy with the GHIN® mobile app.  It is 
available through Apple and Android devices.   ...Continued next page

JOB OPPORTUNITIES
msgagolf.org/montana-golf-careers

Head Greenskeeper – Forsyth Country 
Club – Forsyth MT

Head Greenskeeper position available, 
please contact the number below for 
more information – including duties, 

pay and more.  (406) 351-3224.
For more information, click here.

Posted by MSGA 3/2/22

Golf Course Superintendent – Cotton-
wood Country Club – Glendive MT:

Cottonwood Country Club is looking 
for a full-time golf course superinten-

dent for a 9-hole golf course.  This could 
be a 10-month position depending on 
the candidate’s preference.  Glendive 
is located on the Yellowstone River in 

Northeastern Montana and is a nation-
ally renowned area for hunting and 

fishing.  This secluded 9-hole golf course 
is well respected throughout the area 
for its great layout and pristine condi-

tion.  With its mature cottonwood trees, 
great elevation changes, and undulating 
greens, it appeals to all golf enthusiasts.

For more information, click here.
Posted by MSGA 3/24/22 

 

The PGA Junior  
 League  is a 
   fun and social 

 opportunity for
  boys and girls,  

   ages 17 and under, to learn and 
enjoy the game of golf from 

PGA Professionals.  Like many other 
recreational youth sports, partici-
pants wear numbered jerseys and 

play on teams with friends.  All skill 
levels are welcome, and no prior golf 
experience is required to participate 
in the program.  Two age divisions 

are included: 13u and 17u.

Click here to search for a
 program in your area, and register 

your son or daughter today!

http://msgagolf.org/join-the-msga
http://msgagolf.org/join-the-msga
https://getahandicap.usga.org/
https://www.usga.org/handicapping-articles/handicap-active-and-inactive-season-schedule-25489.html
http://msgagolf.org/contact
http://msgagolf.org/montana-golf-careers
http://www.msgagolf.org/montana-golf-careers
http://www.msgagolf.org/montana-golf-careers
https://www.pgajrleague.com
https://www.pgajrleague.com
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SEASON ... from previous page
One of the great things about golf is 
the community of golfers who share 
your interest and passion for the 
game.  The more we all participate, 
support, and abide by best practices, 
the better information that ex-
ists.  This information is vital for the 
MSGA to track things like rounds 
played and help invest and serve the 
game of golf in our wonderful state. 

We hope that you will renew your 
MSGA membership, encourage 
friends to sign up, and remember 
that a Handicap Index® is not only for 
competition.  Think of it as a swiss-
army-knife for your golf game – it can 
help you remember where you played, 
how you are improving, lead you 
to discover knowledge about rules, 
and a multitude of other educational 
opportunities to help develop your 
pastime and ensure that the game you 
love flourishes into the future.  We 
appreciate your support!  If you have 
any questions or difficulties with sign-
ing up, please contact us at support@
msgagolf.org. 

Cheers to the beginning of the 2022 
season.  We’re glad it’s here and we’re 
glad to have you as a member.  Now, 
it’s time to get out there!  It’s open sea-
son for par, birdie, and eagle hunting.  
Play often and play well!

Peaks to Prairies: Guardians of our Golf Courses
Nick Dietzen, Incoming MSGA Executive Director

The MSGA is pleased to support the Peaks & Prairies 
Chapter of the Golf Course Superintendents Associa-
tion of America (GCSAA).

The annual GCSAA Rounds 4 Research auction is April 25-May 1.  Montana’s 
local chapter receives a portion of the proceeds from member-area courses.  
Please consider bidding, and to preview, click here and search the Montana and 
Wyoming listings.   

Rounds 4 Research is an innovative program aimed at generating resources to 
fund research and help ensure golf ’s future.  The premise is simple: Golf facili-
ties can support the effort by donating rounds of golf for two or four, “stay and 
play” packages, and other items that are auctioned 
online.

The proceeds from the auction can be directed to 
specific projects that will have the most significant 
impact in each local area.  The Rounds 4 Research 
program is addressing a critical shortage of funding 
for ongoing university-based agronomic research, 
education, advocacy programs, and course opera-
tions.  Supporting this program through bidding 
will help foster sustainability and support the pro-
fessionals who keep our courses in great shape.

Locally, the Peaks &Prairies chapter brings together 
regional turf professionals to offer continuing edu-
cation and improve the golf course superintendent’s 
profession.     

Your local golf course superintendents and staff 
are supported through association memberships.  
Beyond caring for and maintaining over 100 golf courses in Montana alone, 
our local chapter supports key course employees, manufacturers, suppliers, and 
students pursuing a turf career. 

The mission of Peaks and Prairies is dedicated to furthering the education for 
their members and the betterment of golf and its environment.

The MSGA is appreciative of the efforts of all superintendents and maintenance 
staffs for the hard work, early rise times, and dedication to making our short 
season a memorable one, each and every year.  Please consider supporting their 
ongoing work and education through Rounds 4 Research or through another 
donation method, which you can learn about here.  Thanks for your support!

Congratulations to our NEWEST WINNERS!
MARCH'S DRAWING:

Santa Fe, New Mexico - Michelle Kutzler, Sidney
$200 cash - Michele Konzen, Billings

** APRIL'S TRIP PRIZE is Myrtle Beach, South Carolina **

Go to msgagolf.org and look for the 
"Help/FAQ" button at the lower right 
of your screen.  

If you can't find your answer in our 
Knowledge Base, there's an option to 
contact us for assistance.

NEED HELP?

mailto:support%40msgagolf.org?subject=
mailto:support%40msgagolf.org?subject=
https://www.biddingforgood.com/auction/item/browse.action?auctionId=341698828
https://www.gcsaa.org/foundation/donate
https://www.gcsaa.org/foundation/rounds-4-research
http://www.msgagolf.org/raffle-fundraiser
http://www.msgagolf.org/raffle-fundraiser
http://msgagolf.org
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GJAC Alumni Profile: Coral Schulz
Nick Dietzen, Incoming MSGA Executive Director

At some point, nearly every golfer has had to join up with a group of strangers.  The single golfer added to a group for 18 
holes or joining up mid-round.  The experience can be at the minimum a little nerve wracking, sometimes anxiety induc-
ing, at least at the start.  Coral Schulz knows all about playing with anyone and everyone.  It’s something she learned from 
an early age would be required if she were to realize her potential as a competitive golfer.

It doesn’t take long to be struck by Schulz’s positive energy, bright smile, and boundless enthusiasm 
for golf.  It wasn’t always that way, but Schulz was shaped by her countless experiences with diverse 
groups and her attitude of playing wherever, with whomever, has served her well.  “I didn’t love golf 
when I was younger, it was slower to me.  You want to play sports where a lot of friends are playing, 
and I didn’t know any other friends my age playing golf.  It wasn’t until I was about 9 years old that 
I started becoming more knowledgeable about the competitive side of golf.  That really got my atten-
tion and I started devoting more time to the game as I got better and learned I could compete with 
anyone,” Schulz said.

Schulz’s parents, Darcy and Charlie, were very active and introduced their children to a myriad 
sports:  softball, soccer, basketball, and ski-racing, to name a few.  Soccer was an initial love, but 

spending summer days out on the course with her family, she started to develop an affinity for golf.  “My dad never played 
league.  We would go out on the other nine and we would always play some sort of game, not always for a score, but like 
chipping games, putting contests, but always fun out on the course.”

Despite her outward upbeat, carefree demeanor, inside there existed a competitive drive that continued to increase as her 
skill level improved through practice.  “I like that golf is an individual sport.  You can’t blame anyone, it’s all on you.  You 
can never master it and its very humbling.  I have learned so many things through golf -- the social aspect is really great; 
you get to meet new people all the time.  It’s the only sport I’ve played where you get to know people while you’re playing.”

Schulz’s talent was evident growing up in Helena and her competitive desire led her to competing in numerous tourna-
ments at Green Meadow Country Club and Bill Roberts Golf Course, where she was a regular participant in club tourna-
ments, junior events, and city championships... breaking 90, then 80, then 70.  

More times than not, Schulz was not competing with her peers, but golfers sometimes 
30-50 years older, and even being paired up in tournaments as the only female, if a divi-
sion didn’t have other female competitors.  She took it all in stride in the name of being 
able to play.  “I almost never had girls to play with until about high school.  The summer 
is when you can play more golf and more competitively.  It was usually my dad and other 
men.  Sometimes in tournaments there would be big age gaps, but it was fun, and I met 
a lot of great people that way.  I think I became a much better player by playing with 
different people, playing from the men’s tees, or competing with those who were more 
experienced than me.”

It was during her teenage years that Schulz began to have exposure to larger tournaments 
and meet more accomplished junior players.  She remembered the Big I Tournament in Bozeman and qualifying in the 
MSGA’s State Junior Championship as both successful events that led her to meeting friends throughout the Treasure 
State.  She also qualified for the Girls Junior Americas Cup (GJAC) and that experience exposed her to the national scene 
of junior golf.  In 2014-2015, Schulz was a member of Montana’s GJAC Team as well as representing Montana at the Mon-
tana-Alberta Cup two times.  “Both experiences were a really great opportunities.  Montana does not have as many big 
national tournaments.  The GJAC was one of my first chances to play with girls who play at the national level a lot.  That 
was eye opening, and to represent Montana from a team aspect was special.  It was my first chance to play on a golf team.”

Schulz’s experience was not uncommon for many accomplished female junior golfers who often can separate themselves 
locally from competitive peers, and need to travel to find competition that will continue to challenge them in new ways.  
“The golf community in Montana is small.  I knew the girls on the team from other tournaments, but you get to know 
them outside of golf when you travel.  It was the first time to hang out with those girls outside of   ... Continued next page 

Charlie and Coral Schulz

GJAC Team Montana 
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WHERE SHOULD GOLFERS PUT BUNKER RAKES?

Reprint from USGA article - March 4, 2022:  The USGA gets questions every year about 
where bunker rakes should be placed on a golf course.  In the bunker, out of 
the bunker, halfway in – each method has its supporters and there is actually 
no “right” answer.  There 
is no rule about where 
rakes should be placed, 
but there are definitely 
some places that are 
more sensible than oth-
ers.  If the course you’re 
playing has a specific 
policy on where they’d 
like the rakes, just follow 
that and you’ll be all set. 
However, many courses 
don’t have a policy or you 
might forget to ask. That’s when the following tips can help:

Outside and out of the way
The USGA recommends placing rakes outside of bunkers and away from where 
they are likely to interfere with play.  Ideally, you don’t want to place rakes across 
the line of play or in a location where they could trap balls in a difficult spot – 
e.g., within a bunker on a steep slope near the lip.  If a rake does trap your ball, 
you can move the rake but you must replace the ball on its original spot if it 
moves.  This can be problematic if a rake traps your ball on a steep slope where 
the ball will not stay.  If you can’t find another location within the bunker where 
the ball will stay at rest that is not nearer to the hole, you are facing one or two 
penalty strokes to obtain relief.  This is a big part of why it’s usually best to keep 
rakes out of bunkers altogether.

Spread them out
We’ve all walked into a bunker and had the frustrating realization that all the 
rakes are clustered on the opposite side.  They were almost certainly carefully 
spaced out by the maintenance staff, but all it takes is a couple of careless golfers 
to make things more difficult for everyone else.  It’s important to keep rakes 
spaced out when replacing them because this makes it easier for people to use 
them.  If a rake isn’t nearby some golfers are quick to skip raking altogether, 
which only means more tough lies for the rest of us.

Keep maintenance in mind
Thoughtful rake placement makes life easier for the maintenance staff and helps 
to keep the bunkers in good shape.  Placing rakes near the bunkers and close to 
access points is a good approach.  If rakes are left too far from bunkers, it takes 
extra time to find and replace them and they could disrupt mowing operations 
or get run over. Leaving them on steep grass or sand faces makes them difficult 
or dangerous to reach and might encourage players to enter or exit from the 
high side of a bunker, potentially causing damage along the way.

Go easy on them
There are plenty of times when we’re not happy with the bunker shot we just hit.  
While it’s OK to be mad, don’t take it out on the rakes!  Slamming or tossing 
rakes can be tempting, but it’s bad etiquette and bunker rakes are surprisingly 
expensive.  Treating bunker rakes with care sets a good example and will save 
your favorite course some money. 

SCHULZ ... from previous page 

golf and we became friends on a 
different level.”

Schulz fondly recalls traveling to 
Cheyenne, Wyoming, and Walla 
Walla, Washington, for the GJAC.  
In Cheyenne, the Frontier Days cel-
ebration was taking place and the 
girls attended the rodeo and other 
activities in the area.  At the GJAC, 
formal attire and a banquet with 
inspiring speakers created lasting 
memories to this day for Schulz and 
her teammates.  

Additionally, the GJAC attracts col-
legiate coaches with 18 teams span-
ning the West Coast, Mexico, and 
Canada.  It was there that Schulz 
observed coaches wanting to see the 
players compete at longer yardages 
and in larger fields.  Montana State 
University (MSU) coach Brittany 
Bayse came to watch Schulz and other 
golfers at the GJAC, providing her 
first exposure for university coaches.  
“When I played with girls at national 
tournaments, it made me realize that 
the standards were much higher.  If I 
wanted to play collegiate golf, I knew 

that talent alone 
wouldn’t get it 
done.”

Schulz began 
her high school 
career in Helena 
at Capital High 
School – as a 
freshman and 
sophomore she 
placed third both 

seasons at the State AA Champion-
ship.  Her family moved to Whitefish, 
and her continued hard work and im-
provement resulted in Schulz winning 
back-to-back State A Championships 
for Whitefish High School and yield-
ing a scholarship offer from MSU.

Growing up in a Bobcat family, Schulz 
fulfilled a dream signing with the Cats 
and quickly  ... Continued next page 

There may not be a rule about where to put rakes on a golf 
course, but some places are certainly better than others.

Coral Schulz (right)



SCHULZ ... from previous page 
realized that in college golf, sacrifices would have to be made to continue realizing her potential.  “In college golf we have a 
fall and spring season – something is going to suffer.  For me academics, athletics, and social were my three things and one 
of them would suffer.  I prioritized my athletics and academics over friends.  It taught me a lot about myself.  Getting up 
at 4 a.m. for workouts, for travel, it was mentally and physically exhausting.  I felt like I 
could do anything after that experience.”

When Schulz entered the MSU program, she was the only Montana scholarship golfer.  
She described that experience as intimidating and felt pressure.  “Golf is such a men-
tal sport and the pressure I felt to represent Montana, playing against older girls from 
other places, I felt like I had to work a lot harder than some of my teammates who had 
played year-round their whole lives.  Ultimately, we had a lot of positivity on the team, 
and we encouraged one another.  A lot of friendships were made.”

In addition to her achievements on the golf team, Schulz credits Basye with creating 
a culture that prioritized academics and community service.  Her days were filled with practice, study halls, and com-
munity events that ultimately finding time to eat was the goal about which she joked.  “Looking back, I was really lucky.  
In the Flathead, [former Whitefish High School Coach] Terry Nelson ran our junior tour, Tim Olsen and Chris Newton 
at Whitefish Lake Golf Club were really instrumental in helping me improve, and those junior events helped me make 
friends in golf.  Those friendships were important in making me want to work harder and qualify for events to see them 
and hopefully beat them,” she said with a chuckle.

Schulz’s collegiate career was cut short by the COVID-19 pandemic, as her season was abruptly stopped.  But after five 
years of academics and student teaching she graduated in 2021 with a degree in education.  Her mother, Darcy, was a 
teacher and she has always admired her.  Once she investigated the program as a sophomore it became attractive to her, 
and she never looked back.  She credits her professors for being flexible and understanding of the travel demands during 
her time at MSU.  

Schulz has returned to Whitefish High School and teaches 9th and 10th grade English.  Last year, Schulz was an assistant 
golf coach for the Bulldogs and relished the experience.  “The community of Whitefish is great; my students are excellent, 
and coaching was a lot of fun.  To take what I’ve learned and show other students was really rewarding.  I think I was able 
to make practice fun, and bring some of what makes golf fun to practice.  We started off with tournaments a little rough 
with some scores in the 130 range, but by the time the season finished we had girls scoring in the 80s, 90s, and low 100s.  
The progress made was really impressive.”   

Schulz will be pursuing her master’s degree and additional teaching credentials in the coming years, but fully expects to 
keep golfing, now that her collegiate playing days are over.  “I love golf.  I have so many friends who play now and I just 
like getting out when I can with my dad.  He introduced me to the game and made it fun for me from the beginning.  I’ve 
been playing for a long time now and I really enjoy playing in Whitefish and Polson, but I’ll play anywhere.”

Schulz will play anywhere with anyone and with a big smile on her face.  Is the smile because she knows how the score-
card will likely read at the end of 
the round, or because she’s played 
with almost every type of person 
by now?  One thing is for certain, 
she’s an upbeat competitor, and 
that is hard to beat. 
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Want to add something 
to the newsletter?

Contact us at:
support@msgagolf.org
1-800-628-3752, ext 1  SUBSCRIBE  

NEWSLETTER ARCHIVE
Have you logged in online 

or with the GHIN app? 
Don’t know your login?  

Contact us at 
support@msgagolf.org.

Schulz at Girls Junior Americas Cup

Do you have a question about the World Handicap System? 
Please feel free to contact us at support@msgagolf.org 

or the USGA at hdcpquestions@usga.org.

mailto:support%40msgagolf.org?subject=
mailto:support%40msgagolf.org?subject=Please%20subscribe%20me%20to%20your%20newsletter%21
http://www.msgagolf.org/newsletter-archive
mailto:support%40msgagolf.org?subject=Login%20information
mailto:support%40msgagolf.org%20?subject=
mailto:hdcpquestions%40usga.org?subject=

