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9/01/2022
Big Sky Chamber of Commerce "406" 

Big Sky GC (Big Sky)
9/02/2022

Boys and Girls Club
Yellowstone CC (Billings)

9/02/2022
Ladies Triad

Eaglerock GC (Billings)
9/03/2022 - 9/04/2022

Coors Light Two Person Challenge
Anaconda CC (Anaconda)

9/03/2022 - 9/04/2022
Labor Day Weekend Tournament

Cottonwood CC (Glendive)
9/03/2022 - 9/05/2022

Labor Day Tournament
Buffalo Hill GC (Kalispell)

9/03/2022 - 9/05/2022
Miller Lite Labor Day Classic

Butte CC (Butte)
9/09/2022

High School Invite
Cabinet View GC (Libby)

9/09/2022
Rimrock Foundation

Exchange City Par 3 GC (Billings)
9/09/2022

Yellowstone Art Museum
Laurel GC (Laurel)

9/10/2022
Beaverhead Brawl

Beaverhead GC (Dillon)
9/10/2022

Legends (50+) Scramble
Airport GC (Wolf Point)

9/10/2022
Supervisors Revenge

Deer Park GC (Deer Lodge)
9/10/2022

Woods Power Grip
Stillwater GC (Columbus)

September Tournaments
Webb Claims 36th Montana State Mid-Amateur
Nick Dietzen, MSGA Executive Director

Gordon Webb of Malta won the 36th Montana State Mid-Am-
ateur Championship at Marias Valley Golf & Country Club in 
Shelby, August 11-13.  Webb posted a three-day total of 210 (-5), 
four shots ahead of runner-up Ross Bartell of Great Falls.
 
The 2008 State Amateur Champion, Webb 

entered the final round two shots ahead of Spencer Williams.  
Williams made birdies on holes one and four to wrestle the lead 
away when Webb made a bogey on hole three.  Webb birdied 
holes 7 and 8, while Williams bogeyed hole eight.  From there, 
Webb would not relinquish the lead again.  During his final 
round, he made five birdies (holes 7, 8, 14, 15, and 17) and four 
bogeys to post a one-under-par 71 to go along with his opening 
73 and second-round 66.  This earned him the Dick Pittman Award for the low-
est score of the tournament.

 
Bartell picked up his second runner-up finish at the Mid-Am-
ateur as he finished with 71 (-1) with three birdies in the final 
round, to go along with two bogeys, for his 71 and 214 total 
(-2) for the championship.  Defending champion Bill Dunn 
of Missoula finished tied for third and claimed the Joe Tomes 
Award for the second-consecutive year.  This is awarded to the 
player age 50 and above who shoots the lowest tournament 
total.  Dunn shot 215 (-1), thanks to a final round of 70 (-2).  

Brady Kirkeby of Helena was tied with Dunn for third with a final round of 71 
(-1).  Spencer Williams was fifth overall at 218 after a final round of 77.  
 
Eric Nell (Missoula) was sixth with 222, Dorn 
Brown (Helena) seventh at 223, Jordy Donoven 
(Gildford) eighth with 224, and rounding out the 
top-ten were Ken Bush (Kalispell), Drew Vanyo 
(Big Sky), and Kyle Sheppard (Havre) tied at 225.
 
Green Meadow CC (Helena) won the Gene Cook 
Cup, which is awarded to the club with the lowest 
two-day, two-person team score.  On day one, Brady Kirkeby shot 73 and Spen-
cer Williams shot 74.  On day two, Williams posted 67 and Bennett MacIntyre 
fired a 70 for a two-day team score of 284 (-4).  For full results, click here.

Gordon Webb

Joe Tomes Award:
Bill Dunn

Gene Cook Cup:
Williams, MacIntyre, Kirkeby

http://www.msgagolf.org
http://www.msgagolf.org/tournament-calendar
http://www.msgagolf.org/tournament-calendar
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/8323281378212856918
http://www.facebook.com/msgagolf
http://www.twitter.com/406golf
http://www.instagram.com/406golf
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9/10/2022 - 9/11/2022
Club Championship

Cabinet View GC (Libby)
9/10/2022 - 9/11/2022
Gallatin Valley Open

Cottonwood Hills GC (Bozeman)
9/10/2022 - 9/11/2022

Great Falls Open
Anaconda Hills/Eagle Falls (Great Falls)

9/11/2022
West Yellowstone Ski Education Fndtn

Big Sky GC (Big Sky)
9/11/2022 - 9/13/2022

MSU-Northern NAIA Tournament
Marias Valley G&CC (Shelby)

9/12/2022
RMSPGA (YC) Pro-Am
Hilands GC (Billings)

9/14/2022
Missoula Education Foundation

Missoula CC (Missoula)
9/16/2022

High School Invitational
Laurel GC (Laurel)

9/17/2022
Fall Classic

Laurel GC (Laurel)
9/17/2022

Greenskeeper Revenge Fundraiser
Airport GC (Wolf Point)

9/17/2022
Hilands

Stillwater GC (Columbus)
9/17/2022

ISR Putt Off
Indian Springs Ranch GC (Eureka)

9/17/2022
Medical Foundation Tournament

Trestle Creek GC (St. Regis)
9/17/2022

Toys For Tots Scramble
Polson Bay GC (Polson)

9/17/2022 - 9/18/2022
City Championship

Lake Hills GC (Billings)
9/17/2022 - 9/18/2022
Ladies County Am

The Briarwood GC (Billings)
9/18/2022

CASA Scramble
Polson Bay GC (Polson)

9/18/2022
Worlds Toughest

Marias Valley G&CC (Shelby)
9/19/2022

RMSPGA (YC) Pro-Am
The Briarwood GC (Billings)

9/20/2022
Montana Hospital Association

Eaglerock GC (Billings)

Congratulations to our NEWEST WINNERS!
AUGUST'S DRAWING:

Maui, Hawaii - Michele Konzen, Billings
$200 cash - Shari Goodmanson, Missoula

** SEPTEMBER'S TRIP PRIZE is Flathead Valley, MT **

Grattan Wins 67th Montana State Senior Tournament
Nick Dietzen, MSGA Executive Director

The 67th Montana State Senior Tournament was played August 2-4.  Over 300 
golfers descended on the Flathead Valley, with three sections 
rotating between Buffalo Hill Golf Club, Meadow Lake Golf 
Course, and Whitefish Lake Golf Club .
 
Whitefish’s Brad Grattan overcame a seven shot deficit to win 
by four, after posting a final round 70 (-2).  Grattan’s three-day 
total of 215 (-1) concluded with his stellar round at Buffalo Hill 
in Kalispell.  Despite windy conditions, he opened his round 
with a bogey.  It would be his only of the day.  Grattan made 
birdies on holes 2, 7, 14, and 17.  His tournament opened with 
a 77 at Meadow Lake, but he caught fire in the final two rounds 
with a 68 (-4) at his home course of Whitefish, and the 70 in 
round three, to catch the leader of rounds one and two, Jeff 
Niesen of Bigfork.  Grattan also won the Freshman Division 
(ages 55-62).
 
Niesen captured the Sophomore Division of the tournament 
(ages 63-69) and was runner up to Grattan.  Nisesen struggled 
on the final day posting 81 (+9) after running out to a big lead, 
thanks to two rounds in the sixties and a 219 total (+3).
 
Defending champion Bill Dunn of Missoula struggled out of 
the gate with 39 in his first nine, but made a valiant run down 
the stretch with five birdies in his closing nine holes.  He fin-
ished with even-par 72 after a final nine of 33, to finish third 
overall at 221 (+5).  Gene Walsh of Whitefish finished fourth 
overall at 222 (75-72-75) and Dave Stengel of Missoula was 
fifth overall with 227 (75-74-78).
 
Rounding out the top ten were Ron Ramsbacher (Missoula) 
and Bill Leach (Wilsall), who tied for sixth at 229, Rod Brady 
(Whitefish) was eighth at 231, Carl Funk (Polson) was ninth at 
234, and David Meeks (Bigfork) and Ron Janney (Eureka) tied 
for 10th at 236.  
 
Janney (not pictured) won the Junior Division (ages 70-77) and Jim Schaible of 
Helena captured the Senior Division (ages 78+) with a 244 total.  Norm Nelson 
of Whitefish won the Senior Trophy (ages 85-88) and Glenn Kozeluh of Mis-
soula won the Super Senior Trophy (ages 89+).
 
Next year’s tournament will be held in the Missoula area.  To see the complete 
leaderboard, click here.

Super Sr Trophy:
Glenn Kozeluh

Senior Division:
Jim Schaible

Soph. Division:
Jeff Niesen

Champion, Fresh-
man:  Brad Grattan

http://www.msgagolf.org/tournament-calendar
http://www.msgagolf.org/raffle-fundraiser
http://www.msgagolf.org/raffle-fundraiser
https://www.golfgenius.com/pages/8323288550674023524
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9/22/2022
Big Sky Bird & Birdies

The Briarwood GC (Billings)
9/23/2022

Yellowstone Valley Electric Co-op
Pryor Creek GC (Huntley)

9/24/2022
Glow Ball 2.0

Indian Springs Ranch GC (Eureka)
9/25/2022

Ladies Tournament of Champions
The Briarwood GC (Billings)

9/26/2022 - 9/27/2022
Beartooth Invitational

Laurel GC (Laurel)
9/26/2022 - 9/27/2022

Yellowstone Chapter Championship
The Briarwood GC (Billings)

9/28/2022
Aware of Montana Fundraiser

Missoula CC (Missoula)

Team Montana Places T17 at Boys Junior Americas Cup
Nick Dietzen, MSGA Executive Director

Cameron Hackmann and Sam Norman of Laurel, Joe Opitz of Missoula, and 
Billy Smith of Whitefish represented Montana at the 50th playing of the Boys 
Junior Americas Cup (BJAC) at Ruby Hill Golf Club in Pleasanton, California.  
Team Montana was captained by MSGA board members Joe Rossman and 
Sparkey McLean.

Montana tied for 17th with Wyoming, 
with a team total of 691 over three 
rounds (229-229-233).  The Junior 
Americas Cup scoring format is the 
three best scores of each team’s four-
person lineup.

Individually, Smith finished T38 with 
rounds of 74-74-75—223 (+7), Hack-
mann was 58th after shooting 75-76-80—231 (+15), Norman was 67th with 
scores of 80-81-79 –240 (+24), and Opitz withdrew in round one due to illness, 
but shot 79-79 to help out the team total.

Team Utah secured the title for 2022 with a three-day team total of 628 (-20) to 
edge out Arizona by two shots and Southern California by four shots.

Full results can be found here.  Thank you to our competitors for representing 
Montana.  We are proud of you!

Wyatt Nielson, Kenzie Walsh, Emma Woods, Macee 
Greenwood, Kadence Fischer, Lauren Nielson

Joe Rossman, Cameron Hackmann, Joe Opitz, Billy 
Smith, Sam Norman, Sparkey McLean

A shout out to Team Montana for the 
Girls Junior Americas Cup, who were not 
pictured in last month's newsletter due to 
timing issues.  We're proud of you!

Amateurs Win 2022 Montana Cup
Nick Dietzen, MSGA Executive Director

The 2022 Montana Cup was hosted by Hamilton Golf Club with top amateurs 
and professionals from around the Treasure State squaring off during a series of 
four ball, chapman, and singles matches.

The amateurs won 19.5 points to the professionals 16.5 in a very competitive 
match.  Each team was made up of 12 players, pictured below. 

Representing the amateurs (in white, not in order) were:  Chris Goldan, Riley 
Lawrence, Akku Acharya, Paull Veroulis, Bob Hasquet, Tim Garden, Ben Kaul, 
Brian Mattson, Joey Moore, Joey Lovell, and Ron Ramsbacher.

The professional team (in green, not in order) consisted of Scott Pekovich, 
Eddie Kavran, Jason Lehtola, Chad Carlson, Paul Bennett, Jess Roper, Andrew 
Cortez, Tom Conway, Renzi Lee, Ryan Malby, David Owens, and Jacob Wilson.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES
msgagolf.org/montana-golf-careers

Have an opening at your club? 
Send us the details and we'll post it

in this newsletter and on our website! 
support@msgagolf.org

Click here to donate
to the MSGA. 

Your donations help 
support junior programs 

and our mission to serve the game of golf 
in Montana.  Thanks for your support!

http://www.msgagolf.org/tournament-calendar
https://jganc.bluegolf.com/bluegolf/jganc22/event/jganc222/contest/19/leaderboard.htm
http://msgagolf.org/montana-golf-careers
mailto:support%40msgagolf.org%20?subject=
https://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/handicapping/world-handicap-system/handicapping-reference-guide.html
http://www.msgagolf.org/give-now
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Course Rating In Montana - How It All Comes Together
Nick Dietzen, MSGA Executive Director, with Emily Hulsey, MSGA Handicap Administrator

Even for dedicated golfers, there are intricacies to the handicap system that many golfers are unfamiliar with.  Paramount 
to understanding the handicap system is understanding course rating.  Montana is fortunate to have a dedicated and ex-
perienced group of volunteers who traverse the state to collect data, measure courses, and provide excellent course ratings 
for golf courses in our jurisdiction.

So, what is course rating?  It is the foundation of the World Handicap System™ (WHS) -- without it, you wouldn’t be 
able to post scores or maintain a Handicap Index®.  Thanks to an accurate rating, players can compete equitably with any 
golfer at any course and tee using their Handicap Index.

The Course Rating™ represents the score a scratch player, with a Handicap Index of 0.0, should achieve on a golf course 
under normal course and weather conditions.  For example, a Course Rating of 71.8 would represent a scratch player’s 

expected score of 72 on a good round.  This is calculated by 
measuring the fairways, inspecting the bunkers, measuring 
both the size and undulations of the greens, determining the 
distance to hazards, the number of hazards, out of bounds 
areas, and so on.  

After rating the obstacles, the rating team plays the golf 
course to gain greater insight, from the perspective of the 
golfer, and to identify/notate any holes or shots that need to 
be reviewed.  There are 26 evaluations for each set of tees on 
each hole, with thousands of evaluations considered for each 
course. 

Playing length and obstacles impact higher-handicap play-
ers more than they do lower-handicap players, so the Slope 
Rating™ measures the relative difficulty for players who are 

not scratch players compared to those who are.  It's determined by comparing the Course Rating to the Bogey Rating™.  A 
course of standard difficulty has a Slope Rating of 113.

Each score you post is calculated in a formula that uses the Course and Slope Rating of the tees you played.  The resulting 
number is the Score Differential™, noted in the "Diff " column of your scoring record.  The lowest 8 out of 20 Score Differ-
entials are averaged to arrive at your Handicap Index.  Finally, your Course Handicap™ 
is calculated from your Handicap Index using the Course Rating, Slope, and par of the 
tees you are playing.  This can vary widely, even among tees at the same course.  All said, 
the ratings are what make your Handicap Index portable for wherever and with whom-
ever you play.

Who rates the courses?  The MSGA is fortunate to have a legion of trained, experienced, 
and enthusiastic course raters.  This team trains under the USGA using WHS guide-
lines.  Lead raters attend training updates and annual seminars taught by the experts at 
the USGA.  This spring, we sent a group to Southern California. 

“This team is composed of volunteers who train, take USGA tests, and sacrifice their free time," said MSGA board mem-
ber and course rating volunteer, Lisa Forsberg.  "They travel across the state of Montana in their own cars, to arrive on-
site, to double-check the measurements of sixteen different categories of obstacles, with up to eighty separate adjustments 
for those obstacles.  Recoverability and rough, one category only, has eight adjustments with sixteen different number 
values!  After all, golf is a game of recovery and one is not always in the fairway."

Each course is rated on a rotating schedule, usually within eight to ten years.  However, rating updates may occur more 
frequently if there are significant changes or renovations made, either to a specific hole or the entire course (e.g. addition-
al tee boxes, bunker projects, significant obstacle or length changes, etc.)  ...Continued on page 5

Back:  Ron Normandeau, Homer Young, Doug Solberg, Marc Lackman, Chris 
Hoff, Craig Ehlert, Rod Halvorson.  Front:  Lisa Forsberg, Cheri Ellis, Jerry Fisher, 
Chuck Seeley, Gary Kalberg, Denny Marek.  (Not Pictured:  Sandi Sward)

Obstacle guidelines in Course Rating Manual
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COURSE RATING ... from page 4

This year, our tireless raters ven-
tured or will venture to the following 
courses:  Meadow Lark, Rising Sun, 
Beaverhead, Anaconda CC, Deer 
park, Headwaters, Pine Ridge, Marias 
Valley, Hamilton, Double Arrow, 
Overland, Whitefish, and Ponderosa 
Butte, along with any other evalua-
tions needed.

So, now you know a little bit more 
about course rating.  Thanks to all of 
our capable volunteers for keeping 
our courses in compliance, updated 
and rated!

High School Golf Updates
Tyler Sparing, MSGA Boatwright Intern

Butte Central Invitational

The Montana high school Class A golf season got underway August 
15th at the Butte Central Invitational.  This single-round event was 
played at the Highland View Golf Course and helped usher in what 
should be an exciting year of high school golf. 

Frenchtown’s Katie Lewis cruised to victory in the girls’ division, winning by 
seventeen strokes after posting a 74.  Tayler Hadley of East Helena earned sec-
ond place honors with a 91, Camille Poncin and Anna Lende 
of Park High School in Livingston finished third and fourth 
with respective scores of 94 and 96, and Briley Alberi out of 
Dillon took fifth with a final of 97.  Paced by Lewis and a top-
seven finish by Bridget Anderson, the Frenchtown girls won 
the team event with a cumulative team-total of 395.  Second 
went to Park High School with a 423, and Dillon finished third 
with a score of 440. 

The Corvallis boys were scattered throughout the top of the leaderboard, plac-
ing three golfers in the top five.  Brady Powell led the way finishing first with 
a 72.  Danyk Jacobsen out of Livingston placed second with a score of 76, Tate 
and Tag Jessop of Corvallis finished third and fourth with scores of 77 and 78, 
and Houston Dunn from Livingston finished fifth with a final of 79.  With three 
of the top five individual scorers, Corvallis managed to win the team event with 
a final tally of 318.  Livingston finished second at 335 and Dillon placed third 
with a final score of 337. 

Great Falls Invitational

The Great Falls Golf Invitational kicked off the Montana high school sports sea-
son August 15-16.  Battling heat in the low 90s, some of the Treasure State’s best 
young golfers started off what should be another exciting season of golf.  The 

two-day event was held at Meadow Lark Country Club for the 
first round, and Eagle Falls Golf Club for the second round. 

Bella Johnson, the defending girls AA champ from Billings 
West, began her title defense by posting a line of 75-76--151 
to win top honors by eight strokes.  Johnson was the only girl 
in the field to post scores in the seventies on both days.  Chloe 
Tanner of Glacier finished second at 159, Kenzie Walsh of Bill-
ings Senior and Addiley Lloyd of Gallatin ended up tied for 

third with total scores of 162, and Anna Stensrud of Missoula Hellgate rounded 
out the top five with a final tally of 167.  With Johnson leading 
the way, Billings West won the team event with a two-day score 
of 665, twenty strokes ahead of Billings Senior’s total of 685.  
Gallatin was third with 701. 

On the boys’ side, Gallatin’s Gavin Klein managed to pull off 
the victory with an impressive two-day line of 66-69--135.  Ty-
ler Avery of Glacier kept the pressure on, however, shooting a 
69-68-137 to finish second in the event.  Klein and Avery were 
the only two golfers to post scores in the sixties, both doing it twice.  Capital 
High School’s Joe McGreevy finished in third place with   ...Continued on page 6 

Katie Lewis

Bella Johnson

Gavin Klein

The American Junior 
Golf Association 
returned to Big Sky 
to host the Mizuno 
Junior, with players 

from all over the country competing 
to garner a spot in the field for the 
three-day event.

Three players from Montana ad-
vanced from the qualifier to play at 
Big Sky Golf Course.  Whitefish’s Billy 
Smith, fresh off his appearance at 
the Boys Junior Americas Cup, was 
the top finisher from the Treasure 
State as he posted rounds of 71-72-
72—215.  Smith’s one-under-par tally 
was good enough for T18.  Recent 
Schwartz Cup winner at the Men's 
State Amateur, Kade McDonough of 
Missoula, was T33 with rounds of 72-
75-74—221 (+5), while Aubrey Kelley 
of Emigrant posted rounds of 77-75-
75—227 (+11) to finish T44.  

Camden Braidech of Scottsdale, Ari-
zona, was 10-under-par after posting 
70-68-68—206, to win by two strokes. 

Montana did not have any girl players 
in the field.  Angela Zhang of Bel-
levue, Washington, put together a 
stellar 14-under-par tournament with 
66-69-67—202, to win top honors. 

Big Sky Hosts AJGA Event
Nick Dietzen, MSGA Executive Director
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HIGH SCHOOL ... from page 5 
141, Tye Boone of Skyview was fourth at 144, and Colin McCarthy of Missoula Sentinel finished fifth at 145.  Glacier won 
the boys' team event with a total score of 608, just two strokes ahead of Capital High.  Gallatin rounded out the top three 
with a final of 701. 

Old Works Challenge

Class A golfers from around the state headed over to Anaconda on August 17 to compete at the Old 
Works Challenge.  Both the boys' and girls' teams from Laurel were defending state champions heading 
into the one-day event.

On the girls’ side, Brooklyn Brown from Hamilton took top honors with a final score of 84.  Molly 
Cooney from Laurel was second with 89, Ashley Maki from Polson was third with a score of 93, Maki’s teammate Kylee 
Seifert finished fourth with 95, and Anna Prill from Billings Central rounded out the top five with a round of 96.  The 
Laurel girls won the team event with a team total of 394.  Laurel needed every stroke as Polson finished just one shot back, 
395, to land in second place.  Hamilton finished third at 440. 

Carson Hupka from Polson won on the boys’ side with a final score of 70, outpacing a slew of Locomotives.  Cameron 
Hackman (72), Sam Norman (75), and Kyle Kennah (76), all of Laurel, finished second, third, and fourth respectively, 
while Jackson Heath of Hamilton took home fifth place with a final score of 77.  The Locomotive boys team finished with a 
final of 302, seven strokes ahead of second place Polson.  Hamilton finished third with a final of 360. 

Browning Invitational

Marias Valley Golf & Country Club was the site of the Browning Invitational that took place on August 19.  Coming off 
hosting the Men’s State Mid-Amateur Championship the week previously, the course was ready to continue to provide 
great tournament conditions for the single-round high school event. 

Clare Konen of Polson claimed top honors in the girls’ division after posting an 89.  Ashley Maki, also 
from Polson, finished second with a 94, Alyssa Pretty On Top from Ronan finished third with a final of 
97, Kylee Seifert of Polson was fourth with 98, and Stella Jaffe from Whitefish finished fifth with a score 
of 102.  Not all teams had the necessary four participants on the girls’ side, which saw Havre win the 
team event at 462, while Libby finished second at 542.

Whitefish led the way on the boys’ side, landing four golfers in the top six finishers.  Future UNLV golfer 
Billy Smith won the event after shooting a 70.  There was a three-way tie for second, including Whitefish 

teammates Johnny Nix and Riley Brown, and Christian Lund of Polson who all shot 75.  Torrin Ellis of Polson finished 
fifth at 76 and Matthew Peschel shot 78, which was good for sixth for Whitefish.  The Bulldogs won the team event with a 
score of 298, while Polson finished second at 314, and Havre finished third with a final score of 326. 

Missoula Invitational 

On the western side of the state, the Missoula County Public Schools Invitational was played at the Canyon River Golf 
Club on August 22-23.  High School boys and girls from around the region showed up and continued to battle it out for 
top spots. 

Frenchtown sophomore Katie Lewis won the girls event convincingly.  After taking an eight-stroke lead after round one, 
Lewis ultimately won by eleven strokes with a final of 75-78-153.  Anna Stensrud of Missoula Hellgate 
finished second at 164, Chloe Tanner of Glacier in third at 166, Polson’s Ashley Maki finished fourth 
with a score of 171, and rounding out the top five was Paige O’Mara of Capital High who finished with a 
174 total.  Capital High won the team event for the girls with strong play across the board as four players 
finished in the top ten.  Along with Paige O’Mara’s fifth place finish, Olivia McGreevy (192) finished sixth, 
while Paige Springer (196) and Sammie McCutcheon (196) ended up tied for tenth.  Frenchtown finished 
in second place with a team score of 777, narrowly edging out third place Polson, who finished third at 
778.   ...Continued on page 7 

Billy Smith

Carson Hupka

Tyler Avery
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HIGH SCHOOL ... from page 6 

After narrowly finishing second at the Great Falls Invitational the previous week, Tyler Avery continued his strong play, 
notching a 76-70-146 score, which put him in first place after a scorecard playoff with Capital High’s Dutch Teders (71-
75-146).  After Avery and Teders, the story was all about the Polson boys as they put five players in the top seven.  Carson 
Hupka also won a scorecard playoff—for third place—against teammates Hunter Emerson and Espn Fisher.  Christian 
Lund finished sixth at 149, while Torrin Ellis rounded out the Polson crew with a 154.  With strong performances across 
the lineup, Polson impressively captured the Invitational with a final tally of 589.  Glacier finished second with a score of 
617, while Capital High finished third at 648. 

Billings Invitational 

The state’s young golfers continued getting into the swing of things at the next event of the high school 
golf season.  Taking place in Billings on August 22-23, the two-day invitational saw the first round at 
Yegen Golf Club, while the second round was at Lake Hills Golf Club. 

Kenzie Walsh of Billings Senior set the pace on the girls’ side, finishing in first place with a two-day line 
of 76-73--149.  Walsh is coming off a strong summer, which saw her qualify for the annual Girls Junior Americas Cup, 
and looks to continue her solid play this high school season.  Defending AA champion, Bella Johnson of Billings West, 
finished second at 152.  Johnson’s teammates Hayden Trost and Annika Brocklebank finished third and fourth respectively 

with scores of 157 and 158, while Gallatin’s Addiley Lloyd finished tied for fourth with Brocklebank at 
158 as well.  With three players in the top four, Billings West cruised to a team victory, finishing with a 
final score of 637.  Billings Senior finished second at 653, with Gallatin in third place at 689. 

On the boys’ side, last year’s Class A champion Cameron Hackmann continued to look sharp, finishing 
in the top spot with a final line of 68-70-138.  Logan Connolly of Billings Skyview registered two eagles 
in the first round which helped place him tied for second place with Eli Groshelle of CMR.  Gavin Klein 
of Gallatin and Eli Weisenberger of Laurel finished tied for fourth with a 145 total.  Laurel led the team 
event by 14 strokes after the first round and ended up extending that lead the next day to win by 33 

strokes with a final of 579.  As a team, the Locomotives had three of the top six finishers with Hackman, Weisenberger, 
and Boys Junior Americas Cup qualifier Sam Norman finishing in sixth place at 146.  Bozeman finished in second at 612, 
just one stroke ahead of third place finisher Skyview. 

Kenzie Walsh

Cameron Hackmann

Bozeman’s Joey Lovell was one of 312 
players who qualified for the 2022 
U.S. Amateur Championship.  

Coming off a successful 
defense of his Montana 
State Amateur title, 
Lovell traveled to New 
Jersey where he posted 

rounds of 77-77—154, to miss the cut 
line of 146 by eight shots. 

We will catch up with Joey soon to 
learn more about his trip east and first 
USGA tournament.  

Congratulations to Joey on an incred-
ible 2022 season!  We're proud of your 
efforts and representing Montana on 
the biggest stage in amateur golf.

Congratulations to our newest 
Ace Club Members!

     Did you get a hole-in-one?  Click here to see how to get 
your MSGA Hole-in-One Certificate!

  Jeff Pallister Jr, 8/13/22, Meadow Lark CC, Hole #4, 125 yds, Wedge
  Jack Butorac (87 yrs old), 8/12/22, Pryor Crk GC (Link), #12, 140 yds, 7 Iron
  Morgan Norgaard, 8/11/22, Airport GC, Hole #4, 137 yds, 56°
  Justin Schwend, 7/29/22, Riverside CC, Hole #12, 154 yds, 8 Iron
  Kevin Kolb, 7/28/22, Riverside CC, Hole #6, 215 yds, Iron
  Kelli Caster, 7/27/22, Eagle Bend GC, Hole #16, 106 yds, 8 Iron
  Vince Flesch, 7/21/22, Marias Valley G&CC, Hole #6, 155 yds, 7 Iron
  Mary Harris, 7/12/22, Yegen GC, Hole #3, 139 yds, 9 Iron

Lovell at U.S. Amateur
Nick Dietzen, MSGA Executive Director

Tickets are on sale now for the 7th Annual MSGA Trip-of-the-
Month Raffle, with the first drawing in late September.  Proceeds 
are used to help fund the MSGA Junior Grant Program.  For more 
information, go to www.msgagolf.org/raffle-fundraiser.  
Thanks for your support!

MSGA Junior Fundraiser

http://www.msgagolf.org/hole-in-one-certificates
http://www.msgagolf.org/raffle-fundraiser
http://www.msgagolf.org/raffle-fundraiser
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Major Champion and Golf Course Architect Tom Weiskopf Dies at 79
Abbreviated reprint from Associated Press

Tom Weiskopf died at his home in Big Sky at the age of 79 after battling pancreatic cancer for two years.  Weiskopf, a 16-
time champion on the PGA Tour, captured his lone major – the British Open at Troon in 1973.  In addition to his playing 
career, he spent time as a broadcaster and contributed broadly as a golf course designer.  Weiskopf ’s wife, Laurie, relayed 
that Tom was working up until his passing at The Club at Spanish Peaks and had attended a legacy luncheon at the signa-
ture club where he was designing “The Legacy: Tom’s Ten,” a collection of his 10 favorite par 3s.  “He worked to the end.  
It was amazing,” she said.  “He had a big life.”

The son of a railroad worker in Ohio, Weiskopf once said he fell in love with the game before he even began to play.  His 
father took him to the 1957 U.S. Open at Inverness and he was mesmerized watching Sam Snead make such pure contact.  

Pure contact was his hallmark at Ohio State and then his career on tour.  At 6-foot-3 — tall for 
golf in that era — Weiskopf had a swing that was powerful and rhythmic, natural and athletic.  
His best year was in 1973, when he won seven times around the world, including the claret jug 
and the World Series of Golf at Firestone before it was an official tour event.

He was known equally for the majors he didn’t win and the competition he faced — particu-
larly Jack Nicklaus, the star from Ohio who preceded him by a few years on tour and cast an 
enormous shadow over Weiskopf for his entire career.  Weiskopf had four runner-up finishes 
in the Masters, the most of any player without having won the green jacket.  Most memorable 

was in 1975, when Weiskopf and Johnny Miller stood on the 16th tee as they watched Nicklaus hole a 40-foot birdie putt 
up the slope that carried him to another victory.

He was famous for saying of Nicklaus:  “Jack knew he was going to beat you.  You knew Jack was going to beat you.  And 
Jack knew you knew he was going to beat you.”  More telling was his interview with Golf Digest in 2008 when Weiskopf 
said:  “Going head to head against Jack Nicklaus in a major was like trying to drain the Pacific Ocean with a teacup.  You 
stand on the first tee knowing that your very best golf might not be good enough.”

Weiskopf was plenty good in so many areas, and yet he often said he didn’t make the most out of his talent.  He attributed 
much of that to drinking, which he once said ruined his golf career.  He gave up alcohol in 2000 and considered that one 
of his great victories.  Nicklaus once said of him, “Tom Weiskopf had as much talent as any player I’ve ever seen play the 
tour.”  He also said he was never passionate enough about golf.  His love was the outdoors, particularly hunting and fish-
ing.  Weiskopf once skipped the 1977 Ryder Cup so he could go sheep hunting.

His free spirit and unfiltered thoughts were a big part of his personality.  His temper led to nicknames like the “Tower-
ing Inferno” and “Terrible Tom.”  So much of it was traced to his high standards when it came to golf.  “I could not accept 
failure when it was my fault,” he said after winning the U.S. Senior Open in 1995 at Congressional.  “It just used to tear
me up.”

Weiskopf partnered with golf course architect Jay Moorish and their first collaboration was Troon Country Club in Scott-
sdale, Arizona, which Golf Digest rated as the best new course of 1986.  He did 25 courses with Moorish and then worked 
with Phil Smith.  Among 80 courses Weiskopf designed were Loch Lomond in Scotland and in 2016 a renovation of the 
North Course at Torrey Pines that fit his standard — challenging at the highest level, enjoyable for all.

Weiskopf summed up his contributions to golf last summer to Golf Digest.  “Golf, to me, was always such a great challenge 
of the mind, and there were times I wish I had handled that challenge a little better,” he said.  “But I love the game.  I love 
talking about it and thinking about it and to me it is endlessly fascinating.”

Tom Weiskopf
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