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MONTANA'S OFF SEASON

Montana's official golf season 
for 2022 ended October 31.  Any 

rounds played in Montana between 
November 1 and March 31 are not 
valid and shouldn't be posted for 

handicap purposes. 

However, scores played where 
it is in season during this time period 
(ex: Arizona) are valid and should be 

posted to your score record. 

For a list of official seasons observed 
by each Association, click here.

The USGA requires you have one 
score record.  If you have more than 
one GHIN#, please contact us and 
we'll help you merge them into one 

GHIN record that is shared between 
your Association memberships. 

2023 MSGA Tournaments:
STATE MATCH PLAY

June 9-11, Bill Roberts GC

STATE JUNIORS
June 19-20, Bill Roberts GC

MEN'S STATE, SR, & S.SR AM
July 13-15, Old Works GC

WOMEN'S STATE, MID, & SR AM
July 27-29, Green Meadow CC

MEN'S STATE SENIORS
August 1-3, Missoula area

MEN'S MID AM
August 17-19, Yellowstone CC

M&W 2 Man 4 Ball
September 16-17, Missoula CC

Thank You for Being an MSGA Member in 2022
Nick Dietzen, MSGA Executive Director

With the Thanksgiving holiday recently behind us and snow blan-
keting the ground in many corners of the state, it is an opportune 
time to reflect on the year that was and all that we are thankful for.

It was a historic year in 2022 for the Montana State Golf Associa-
tion, with the most full tournament calendar in the association’s 

105-year history.  The MSGA conducted six state-
wide championships, two USGA Qualifiers, and 
hosted the 44th Girls Junior Americas Cup.

It also marked Jim Opitz’s 22nd season as Executive 
Director of the MSGA.  Jim retired in October and 
has provided a steady hand leading the association 
through more than two decades.  We have and will 
continue to celebrate his contributions to golf in 
Montana.  Thank you, Jim!

MSGA Membership exceeded 19,000 this year.  Mon-
tana is a passionate and hardy group of golfers who 
show up and play in snow flurries in the spring and 
close out the season with winter gloves and final holes during dusk.  We are 
thrilled at your participation, exuberance, and commitment to the game!

This year, we saw an increase in volunteer participation at our 
events and, in the coming months, we will continue to com-
municate opportunities and ask for your help in recruiting new 
volunteers to help support our tournaments in various capaci-
ties.  Ready to raise your hand now?  Click here to volunteer!

Being an MSGA Member not only has benefits to the golfer, but 
your membership helps support golf in the Treasure State in 

numerous ways.  From statewide course rating to 
rules education, conducting junior events, as well 
as supporting our superintendents and their crews 
through education.

As we look to steward the game and grow golf for 
future generations,    ...Continued next pageRyan Cutter (center) with Juniors

Volunteer 
Karen Crogan

Jim Opitz (left) with Players

GJAC Team Montana

http://www.msgagolf.org
http://www.facebook.com/msgagolf
http://www.twitter.com/406golf
http://www.instagram.com/406golf
https://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/handicapping-articles/handicap-active-and-inactive-season-schedule-25489.html
http://www.msgagolf.org/contact
http://www.msgagolf.org/volunteer
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THANK YOU ... from previous page

we have committed funding to the following areas:

     •   Providing free MSGA Memberships to Junior golfers
     •   MSGA High School Scholarship Program
     •   MSGA Junior Grants Program (Introducing golf to schools, grades K-8)
     •   Support for the PGA Sections
     •   Peaks & Prairies (Golf Course Superintendents Association of America) 
      •   College and University Grants for golf teams
     •   Funding traveling teams for the Junior Americas Cups

While we are proud of what we were able to accomplish this past year, the need 
for support in these areas and others continues to grow.  If you are able to finan-
cially support our work in the coming year, we would be grateful for your gift as 
we look forward to continuing our work in the aforementioned areas, expand-
ing our offerings, and reaching more golfers across the Big Sky.  

A list of opportunities to support our work is outlined in the box to the right.  
Your gift to the MSGA helps to provide support though programs and initiatives 
that drive the game you love in the state you live.  There are many ways to give, 
and we hope you will choose one that is meaningful to you.

Thank you for being a member, and thank you for your support!  Together, we 
have made 2022 a success and look forward to 2023 with excitement and prom-
ise for another great season!

Ways To Give: Invest in 
Montana Golf’s future today.

ONLINE GIFT
To donate online, click here.  

Please select “Montana State Golf 
Association Endowment.”  

PHONE
To make a gift with a credit card

by phone, you can call us at 
1-800-628-3752, ext 1.  Please have 

your credit card information and 
daytime telephone number ready. 

MAIL
You can mail a check made out to the 
MSGA.  Please send your donation to:

Montana State Golf Association
PO Box 4306 

Helena, MT 59604

PLANNED GIFT/OTHER DONATIONS
Considering a gift from your estate 
or a gift of stock?  Please contact us 

and we will guide you through 
gift options that are meaningful 

to you and support our work.   

The USGA and R&A have released a regular update to the Rules of 
Golf, as they continue making the Rules easier to understand and 
apply.  The new Rules will go into effect on January 1, 2023.

The 2023 edition continues the emphasis on inclusion and sustain-
ability.  Several penalties have changed in favor of the player and 

language has been clarified to help those new to golf.  “The 
growing popularity of golf continues to guide our decision-
making, and modernizing the Rules to promote inclusivity and 
accessibility is clearly a great step in the right direction,” said 
Thomas Pagel, USGA Chief Governance Officer.  “This latest 
evolution is especially important to the community of golfers 
with disabilities, and we hope it will encourage more people to 
play and enjoy the game.”  Here are the key changes:

Modifications for Players with Disabilities – The modifications to the Rules for 
players with disabilities have been made part of the Rules.  This applies to dis-
abilities covered in Rule 25 (players who are blind, including certain levels of vi-
sion impairment; players who are amputees, including limb deficiencies; players 
who use assistive mobility devices; and players with intellectual disabilities).

Handicap Usage in Stroke Play – Players are no longer penalized for failing to 
put their handicap, or an incorrect handicap, on their scorecard in stroke play.               
With improved score-posting technology following the adoption of the World 
Handicap System™, accurate information can be  ...Continued next page  

Rules of Golf 2023 - Key Changes
Emily Hulsey, MSGA Handicap and Website Administrator

McIver Earns Korn Ferry 
Tour Status for 2023
Nick Dietzen, MSGA Executive Director

Two-time Montana State Amateur 
Champion and Billings native Bran-
don McIver earned Korn Ferry Tour 
Status for 2023 with eight guaranteed 

starts, thanks to a 
T39 finish at Korn 
Ferry Tour Qualifying 
School. 

McIver posted rounds 
of 67-78-69-67—281, 
to finish three-under-

par to secure a spot in the top 40 
players and gain tour status.  The final 
stage of qualifying school was held 
at Marshwood and the Landings in 
Savannah, Georgia.  Overall, 44 play-
ers earned at least eight starts for next 
season with PGA Tour veteran Bo 
Hoag, earning medalist honors and 
full status for next year.

McIver proved to be resilient after 
opening with 67,  ...Continued next page  

Brandon McIver

http://msgagolf.org/give-now
mailto:nick%40msgagolf.org?subject=
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RULES ... from previous page

easily verified and is the responsibility of the tournament committee.  

Club Damaged During Round – This Rule has been amended to allow a player 
to replace a club damaged during a round, if the player did not damage it 
through abuse.

Ball Moved by Natural Forces – A new exception provides that a ball at rest 
must be replaced if it moves to another area of the course or comes to rest out of 
bounds after being dropped, placed, or replaced.

Back-on-the-Line Relief Procedure – This procedure, often used for penalty area 
and unplayable ball relief, has been simplified so that the player now drops their 
ball on the line, and the ball must come to rest within one club-length of where 
it was dropped.

To learn more about the major changes and review the official 2023 Rules of 
Golf, go to www.usga.org/2023Rules, which includes a video, rules quiz, in-
fographic, and other useful resources.  Full updates to the official Rules of Golf 
digital applications will be available starting on January 1.

The USGA and R&A are encouraging use of digital and mo-
bile app access to the Rules of Golf, which will significantly 
reduce the need for printing and distributing printed copies.  
The printed publication is intended for golf administrators, 
referees and officials, and Rules enthusiasts, and can be or-
dered here.  All others should consider accessing the Rules of 

Golf for free at www.usga.org/rules or downloading the Official Rules of Golf 
mobile app (Apple or Android).

MCIVER... from previous page
and then struggling to a second-
round 78, he fell down the leader-
board.  He made 
two deuces in his 
final round with a 
magnificent birdie 
on the 222-yard 
par-3 17th hole.  
Closing with 67 to 
shoot three-under 
for the tournament, McIver made the 
cut on the number to gain 2023 KFT 
status and provide him with the op-
portunity to showcase his talents on 
golf ’s premier proving ground for the 
PGA Tour.

The Magic City product, and one of 
Montana’s most decorated amateur 
players, won the 2013 and 2014 Mon-
tana State Amateur Championships, 
as well as qualifying for the 2014 U.S. 
Open and 2013 & 2014 U.S. Amateur 
appearances.

McIver played for the University of 
Oregon and was a member of the 
2016 National Championship team.  
After his collegiate career, he con-
tinued to hone his game and turned 
professional, with stops on the Adams 
Pro Tour, Mackenzie Tour (Canada), 
and All Pro Tour.  

He has had success on each tour, 
picking up wins along the way, and 
continuing his pursuit of professional 
success at the highest levels of golf.  
His recent showing at Korn Ferry 
Tour Q-School may provide a launch-
ing pad for further future success.

The Korn Ferry Tour Qualifying 
School is a four-stage event that 
provides membership access on the 
Korn Ferry Tour for all players who 
advance to Final Stage.  

Congratulations to Brandon McIver 
on his recent professional success!  
We wish you continued success in the 
upcoming calendar year and eagerly 
look forward to following along.

Brandon McIver

The 2022 Western Montana Chapter PGA 
Award Winners were announced in 
November as area professionals identified 

their peers as top contributors to golf and their profession across 
nine categories.

The following individuals were nominated, selected, and honored 
by both their chapter and the PNWPGA for their hard work and 
contributions to the game of golf.

Merchandiser of The Year-Private: Brandon Dixon, Iron Horse GC
Merchandiser of The Year-Resort: Mikal Harpster, Fairmont Hot Springs 
Bill Strausbaugh Award: Travis Olson, Rock Creek Cattle Company
Player Development Award: Chris Nowlen, Missoula CC
Youth Player Development Award: Tim Bakker, University of Montana
Professional Development Award: Chris Nowlen, Missoula CC
Teacher of The Year Award: Geoff Buchanan, Butte CC
Assistant Golf Professional of The Year: Steven Williams, Iron Horse GC
Golf Professional of The Year: David Owens, Missoula CC

Congratulations to all the award winners for 2022 and for a 
great season!

Western Montana Chapter PGA Awards Announced
Nick Dietzen, MSGA Executive Director

Tim Bakker

Mikal Harpster

Chris Nowlen

http://www.usga.org/2023Rules
https://www.usgapublications.com/products/copy-of-the-rules-of-golf-effective-january-2023?variant=39964779708496
http://www.usga.org/rules
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/the-official-rules-of-golf/id347349889
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.usga.rulesofgolf&hl=en_US&gl=US&pli=1


Peter J. Grass, CGCS, the golf course superintendent at Hilands Golf Club in Billings, Montana, has been selected as the 
recipient of the 2022 Leo Feser Award from the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA).  Now in 
its 45th year, the award is presented annually to the author of the best superintendent-written article published in Golf 
Course Management, the association’s flagship publication, during the previous year.

A 38-year member of GCSAA who served as the association’s national president in 2016, Grass authored 
the story “I need help (and I don’t mean labor)” that appeared in the May 2022 issue of GCM (www.gc-
monline.com/voices/news/mental-health-awareness).  The story was originally published in The Perfect 
Lie, the newsletter of the Peaks and Prairies GCSA, and was reprinted with permission in GCM.

The story detailed Grass’ years-long struggles with stress and anxiety brought about by pressures on the 
golf course, and what finally prompted him to seek help in dealing with those challenges.  Those steps 

included conversations with two members at Hilands Golf Club who work in the mental health space and, based on their 
recommendations, an exploration of Cognitive Behavioral Therapy, which focuses on increasing understanding of what 
matters are within your control and ways to let go of stresses created by matters that are not 
within your control.

“I am thankful and honored to receive this award because it means my article meant some-
thing to others,” Grass said.  “I wrote about my challenges to help others who may be strug-
gling in some way, to encourage them to seek help to make their lives better at a much 
younger age than I did.  I’m hopeful that openly sharing about myself will lead others to think 
about themselves, their situation, and how our industry has many different stresses that we 
must navigate in a healthy manner.”

GCSAA CEO Rhett Evans said, “There is no questioning Pete’s dedication to this business and his longtime service to the 
industry at both the chapter and national levels.  That he would continue to do that by sharing his deeply personal story 
with the readers of GCM is a credit to him as a person and a superintendent, and I congratulate him on being selected as 
the recipient of the 2022 Leo Feser Award.”

Grass will officially receive the award during the 2023 GCSAA Conference and Trade Show in Orlando.  He will also have 
his name engraved on a plaque that is permanently displayed at GCSAA headquarters in Lawrence, Kansas.

The Leo Feser Award honors the late Leo Feser, a pioneering golf course superintendent and a charter member of GCSAA.  
Feser is credited with keeping the association’s official publication alive during the Great Depression.  For three years, 
1933-36, he wrote, edited, assembled, and published each issue of The Greenkeepers’ Report — as the association’s maga-
zine was known then — from his home in Wayzata, Minnesota.  The award was first presented in 1956 and has been given 
annually since 1977.  Members of GCSAA’s GCM Editorial Board Task Group select the winner of the award each year.

For a complete list of previous Leo Feser Award winners, go to www.gcsaa.org/about-gcsaa/awards/leo-feser-award.

A condensed version of the article published at www.gcsaa.org, GCM Publication.
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Grass, flanked by his “guardian 
angels,” Kee Dunning, left, and 

Stacy Stellflug, who introduced him 
to Cognitive Behavioral Therapy. 
Photo courtesy of Stacy Stellflug

Hilands' Pete Grass wins 2022 Leo Feser Award

Pete Grass

The University of Montana and head coach Kris Nord, announced the signings of Elle Higgins of Centennial, Colorado, 
and Kate Bogenschutz of Grafton, Wisconsin.  
 
Higgins, of Valor Christian High School, led her team to their first-ever Colorado Class 5A State Title in 
the spring.  Higgins finished third individually and became the first golfer from Valor Christian to earn 
first-team All-State honors.  Last month, she won the Girls 14-18 division in a playoff at the South Florida 
Fall Junior Open at Wellington National Golf Club with rounds of 75-79—154.  She shot rounds of 75-83-
74—232, good enough for T46 at the High School Golf National Invitational at Pinehurst Resort in North 
Carolina in June, which came after tying for fourth at the Colorado Golf   ...Continued next page  

Grizzlies Sign Higgins, Bogenschutz for 2023
Nick Dietzen, MSGA Executive Director

Elle Higgins

http://www.gcmonline.com/voices/news/mental-health-awareness
http://www.gcmonline.com/voices/news/mental-health-awareness
http://www.gcsaa.org/about-gcsaa/awards/leo-feser-award
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Montana State University head coach, Brittany Basye, announced the signing of 
two incoming freshman for the Bobcats team - Hannah Boraas of Alexandria, 
Minnesota, and Eva Heinz of Goodyear, Arizona, coming to Bozeman next fall.  

Boraas already has entered school record books as she tied for the school record 
for the lowest round in program history with a 69 at the Geneva Golf Club in 
Alexandria.  She is a two-time All-State selection and helped lead the Alexan-
dria Area Cardinals win MSHSL State titles in 2021 and 2022.  During her past 
high school season, Boraas won Central Lakes Conference and Section 8AAA 
titles and advanced to the state tournament where she placed 10th.  Boraas has 

one more season left to build on her already impressive resume.  
She placed fifth out of 70 competitors at the Minnesota Golf As-
sociation Women's Amateur Championship, held at the Roches-
ter Country Club this past summer.

Joining Boraas is Eva Heinz, a four-year varsity letterwinner 
from Desert Edge High School in in Goodyear, Arizona.  Heinz 
has had a decorated prep career as a four-time all-state selec-
tion, team MVP, and team captain.  She was the AIA DII State 
runner-up this past fall.  During her senior season, she won 
nine matches, had the best average in school history, and shot 
a school-record 7-under-65 at the Tuscany Falls East Course in 
September.  As a junior, Heinz finished in the top five at the AIA 
State Tournament and as a sophomore she finished in the top 
15.  She has competed in the 2021 IMG Worlds Tournament, 

the 2020 and 2021 U.S. Teen World Championships, plus several AJCA tourna-
ments.  Her tournament wins include the 2021 JGAA Mesa City Junior Tour-
nament, the 2022 WGAA Yuma City Junior Tournament, and the 2021 JGAA 
Thunderbird Junior Classic.

The Bobcats will resume their season on February 13-14, as the team competes 
at the Mountain Classic Match Play, held at The Classic Club, Palm Desert, CA.

GRIZZLIES... from previous page

Association State Junior Championship.
  
Bogenschutz, of Cedarburg High School finished 17th (79-80—159) at the Wisconsin Division I state 
tournament in October and was named second-team All-State by the Golf Coaches Association of Wis-
consin.  She was T12 at the Wisconsin Women's Amateur Championship, at West Bend Country Club, 
with rounds of 83-82-76--241.  She was the second-highest high school finisher in the championship.
 
The Grizzlies will resume their season March 9-11 in St. George, Utah, at the Lady Thunderbird Invitational.

Montana State Inks Boraas, Heinz
Nick Dietzen, MSGA Executive Director

Kate Bogenschutz

Eva Heinz

Hannah Boraas

The GHIN app now includes the new 
Games/Score Keeping feature.

- Set up and track a match for your 
group (using net or 
gross score).

- Keep score for 
your group of 2-4.

- Transfer scores to 
other GHIN golfers 
for review and post-
ing.

- Select "Play with 
GPS/Games”, select 
a course, then select 
Match Play (Net), 

Match Play (Gross), Keep Score for 
Group, or Skip & Just Keep My Score.  

- Search/select/add golfers by last 
name or GHIN number, or manually 
add golfers. 

- Update the number of holes, starting 
hole, and score type, and drag/drop 
golfers above or below the "vs" line.

- If questions, contact the MSGA Sup-
port Desk at support@msgagolf.org.

Games/Score Keeping

Go to msgagolf.org and look for the 
"Help/FAQ" button at the lower right 
of your screen.  If you can't find your 
answer in our Knowledge Base, there's 
an option to contact us for assistance.

NEED HELP?

MSGA SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS

MSGA Scholarships are awarded to graduating seniors who have been 
involved with golf.  This involvement may include participation on a high 

school team or in a junior program and need not be presently participating.  It is 
NOT based on golf skill, and is available to both boys and girls.  Applications can be 
downloaded from msgagolf.org/scholarship-application and must be received by 
the deadline, so mail early!  

mailto:support%40msgagolf.org?subject=
http://msgagolf.org
http://www.msgagolf.org/scholarship-application
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Congratulations to our newest 
Ace Club Member!

     Did you get a hole-in-one?  Click here to see how to get 
your MSGA Hole-in-One Certificate!

  Rich Thayer, 5/23/22, Eagle Falls GC, Hole #17, 130 yds, Pitching Wedge

Want to add something 
to the newsletter?

Contact us at:
support@msgagolf.org
1-800-628-3752, ext 1  SUBSCRIBE  

NEWSLETTER ARCHIVE
Have you logged in online 

or with the GHIN app? 
Don’t know your login?  

Contact us at 
support@msgagolf.org.

Tickets are still on sale for the 7th An-
nual MSGA Trip-of-the-Month Raffle.

Included are new trip prizes, 
such as: Dublin, Ireland; Las 
Vegas, Nevada; Puerto Val-
larta, Mexico; and more! 

Raffle proceeds are used for a 
good cause... to help fund the MSGA 
Junior Grant Program. 

Please download a Raffle brochure 
from www.msgagolf.org/raffle-
fundraiser and get your ticket today!  
There are still great trips to be won.  
Thanks for your support!

Congratulations to our NEWEST WINNERS!
OCTOBER'S DRAWING:

Nashville, TN - Kristy Paine, Calamesa, CA
$200 cash - Mary Bryson, Montana City

** NOVEMBER'S TRIP PRIZE is Chicago, IL **

College GameDay Comes to Montana with Guest Picker, Nick Faldo
Nick Dietzen, MSGA Executive Director

ESPN’s College GameDay, a weekly traveling college football program and staple of Saturday morning programming for 
college football fans across the country, made its long-awaited debut in the Treasure State for the 121st Brawl of the Wild 
on November 20th from Bozeman.

For nearly 30 years, the television program has traveled onsite to a location of a prominent 
college football game each week, showcasing the teams and area.  A staple of the program 
is the “celebrity guest picker” segment, which features a celebrity associated with the host 
school – this year, Montana State University.  The guest picker was a familiar face to golf-
ers, but to Montana Football Fans?  Sir Nick Faldo, a six-time major champion and familiar 
voice to golf broadcasts for the past 18 years, dawned his warm weather gear on set from 
MSU and provided nine picks during the broadcast.

Faldo and his wife, Lindsay, relocated to the greater Bozeman area following Faldo’s retire-
ment from golf commentating.  Having resided in Florida, as many professional golfers do, 
the Faldos decided to trade in the beach for mountains and rivers.  As newer residents of 
Montana, the couple has displayed their want to be involved in their new community and 
has participated in fundraisers to support Montana State University Athletic Scholarships 
and attending a few football games.

In addition to the desire for a more rural, slower-paced lifestyle, after years of jet setting for 
television broadcasts, Faldo plans to take advantage of Montana’s outdoor pursuits, specifically fly fishing, and becoming 
more entrenched in golf course design.  Faldo, who was the architect of Eureka’s Wilderness Club, has projects in Asia and 
wants to spend additional time in Europe and the United States designing courses, now with more time to invest.

The Englishman dawned his best warm-weather gear in frigid temperatures, was jovial, and despite his self-described lack 
of American Football knowledge, was 7-2 on his celebrity picks, including picking the hometown Bobcats over the Griz-
zlies, to the delight of the live audience in Bozeman.

Faldo Picks Bobcats for the Win

Nick Faldo (center)

http://www.msgagolf.org/hole-in-one-certificates
mailto:support%40msgagolf.org?subject=
mailto:support%40msgagolf.org?subject=Please%20subscribe%20me%20to%20your%20newsletter%21
http://www.msgagolf.org/newsletter-archive
mailto:support%40msgagolf.org?subject=Login%20information
http://www.msgagolf.org/junior-program-grants
http://www.msgagolf.org/junior-program-grants
http://www.msgagolf.org/raffle-fundraiser
http://www.msgagolf.org/raffle-fundraiser
http://www.msgagolf.org/raffle-fundraiser
http://www.msgagolf.org/raffle-fundraiser

